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Dear Readers,

A Birthday, or any anniversary really, is generally cause for some sort of celebration. Writing about seven years of The 
islandchief seemed like an unreachable goal not so long ago in 2016. How things have thankfully changed since then 
and most of us are traveling again today. And, for the most part, certainly in Europe anyway, the restrictions of the past 
few years have passed and flying between countries is a pretty painless experience. As travelers, we have an awful lot to 
thank the vaccine for. 

Now that Coronavirus travel requirements have greatly relaxed, it’s time to discover new destinations never seen before 
or journey to places that feel a bit like an adventure. The pesky virus put pay to that, of course. 

In this Landmark issue, Mariya Shareef, Resort Manager at Summer Island Maldives shares her journey with us as how 
she began her career as one of the few women working in the industry then. Since then, how the industry has evolved 
and shaped with more Maldivian women joining the sector, and the barriers she overcame.

in the Bon Appetite section we have a special dish (Tharukaaree Aaeku Fihunu Giulhu) recipe, prepared using 100% 
locally grown ingredients by Uwaiz Fayaz, Demi Chef De Partie at One & Only Reethi Rah.

As with every issue, we have our industry experts discussing their sentiments in the “Frankly Speaking” section, and in 
this issue we have them sharing their views on Maldives recently marking a milestone with 1 million tourist arrivals in 
August 2022, and if we could hit our target before the end of the year

Until next issue, 
The Islandchief Team
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THUN’DU KUNAA VIYUN
Thun’du Kunaa viyun or mat weaving has been a known prominent traditional activity in the 
Maldives. Weaved by the women, these mats are used traditionally for sleeping, seating or 
praying. Originated from G.Dh Gahdhoo, the mat is woven by using a horizontal wooden loom 
that is about the size of a single bed. The loom is created by the island’s carpenters. 
Symmetrical designs are used, and they are passed from generation to generation. It’s said 
that there used to be 75 patterns during older times, all with specific purposes. The designs 
seen on the mats now are a mixture of those 75 patterns, with some having long vanished. 
The patterns are said to be reminiscent of Moroccan and Indian patterns.  
 
Fine pattern grass kunaa from G.Dh. Gadhdhoo were used as loyal gifts in the past having 
been presented to the Dutch and British governors of Ceylon from the Sultan of Maldives. 
These were sometimes trimmed with gold lace work.  

Photo credits: The Encyclopedia of Crafts in WCC-Asia Pacific Region (EC-APR)
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SriLankan Airlines Receives Prestigious ‘50 Years of 
Tourism Award’ from MATI

SriLankan Airlines was recently lauded 
with the prestigious ‘50 years of Tourism 
Award by MATI’ in recognition of its 
remarkable service for over half a century, 
at an event celebrating the Golden Jubilee 
of Tourism in Maldives. SriLankan was the 
first international commercial airline to 
launch operations to the Maldives under 
its predecessor, Air Ceylon, in 1960 and 
has continued to break new ground since 
then and become the only international 
airline to fly passengers to multiple 
airports in the Maldives.

The Maldives Association of Tourism 
Industry (MATI) has spearheaded the 
advancement of tourism in Maldives and 
aimed to honor organizations and 
individuals that have contributed 
exceptionally to this purpose along the way 
at their Golden Jubilee celebration. 
Recipients of awards were selected by a 
committee of industry experts and 
veterans. Fawzan Fareid, Country Manager 
Maldives of SriLankan Airlines accepted the 
award on behalf of the Chief Executive 
Officer of the airline.

Richard Nuttall, Chief Executive Officer of 
SriLankan Airlines stated, “The Maldives 
has always held a special place in the 
SriLankan Airlines’ network. As the only 
international airline to have been with 
Maldives since its inception of 
commercial flying, SriLankan has 
witnessed and contributed to every 
milestone in the journey of Maldives 
tourism. Over the years, the airline has 
connected many hundreds of thousands 
of tourists to the stunning and 
incomparable beaches of Maldives. 
Today, SriLankan Airlines remains a key 
player and global favorite for travel to the 
Maldives.”

Fawzan Fareid added, “Maldives is our 
extended home base. My colleagues 
stationed in different countries within the 
SriLankan Airlines' network have all 
played a role in driving tourists to the 
Maldives, and therefore I would like to 
dedicate this award to them. I must also 
emphasize that SriLankan was the only 
airline to maintain an uninterrupted 
service to the Maldives even at the zenith 
of the pandemic and helped evacuate 

over 2,000 stranded holidaymakers out of 
the islands.”

SriLankan Airlines has notched other firsts 
in the country. The airline made history in 
Maldives tourism in 2016, by becoming the 
first and only international airline to 
launch commercial passenger flights to 
Gan Island in Addu Atoll. Further, the 
airline recently partnered with domestic 
carrier Manta Air to provide easy access to 
several high-end resorts beyond Gan, 
giving travellers the opportunity to explore 
remote terrain in Southern Maldives.

SriLankan Airlines is currently the only 
airline to fly to both Central and Southern 
Maldives. At present, SriLankan operates 21 
flights a week to Malé Velana International 
Airport in Central Maldives - the main 
airport of the country, and twice weekly to 
Gan International Airport. SriLankan also 
changes the frequency of flights according 
to seasonal demand and often introduces 
additional and direct flights to Maldives 
during Winter to provide European 
customers greater convenience and choice.
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Emirates Invests Over US$ 2 Billion to Take Its On-board 
Customer Experience to New Heights

Priding itself on a brand promise of ‘Fly Better’, 
Emirates is investing over US$ 2 billion to enhance 
its inflight customer experience, including a 
massive programme to retrofit over 120 aircraft 
with the latest interiors, plus an array of other 
service improvements across all cabins starting in 
2022. 

Sir Tim Clark, President Emirates Airline said: 
“While others respond to industry pressures with 
cost cuts, Emirates is flying against the grain and 
investing to deliver ever better experiences to our 
customers. Through the pandemic we’ve continued 
to launch new services and initiatives to ensure 
our customers travel with the assurance and ease, 
including digital initiatives to improve customer 
experiences on the ground. Now we’re rolling out a 
series of intensive programmes to take Emirates’ 
signature inflight experiences to the next level.” 

Some of Emirates’ latest initiatives include 
elevated meal choices, a brand-new vegan menu, a 
‘cinema in the sky’ experience, cabin interior 
upgrades, sustainable choices and a generous 
approach to the little touches that make travel 
memorable. 

Starting from August, Emirates’ passengers can 
look forward to: 
New Inspirations, New Menus:  An award-winning 

team of chefs, a world-class catering team and a 
wide variety of suppliers have been assembled to 
design and deliver the best fine dining experience in 
the sky. New menus will be served on select 
Emirates routes in First Class, featuring dishes such 
as pan-fried salmon trout with moqueca sauce and 
creole rice, roasted duck breast with orange thyme 
jus, steamed broccolini and fondant potatoes. New 
menus will also be introduced to Business and 
Economy on the 1st of September. 

Purposefully Vegan Choices: Emirates’ new vegan 
menu is carefully curated to cater to the growing 
numbers of customers pursuing this thoughtful 
lifestyle. Vegans, or anyone interested in a delicious 
and healthy plant-based meal, will enjoy 
handcrafted gourmet dishes such as pan-roasted 
king oyster mushrooms, flavorsome jackfruit biryani 
and sliced kohlrabi garnished with burnt orange. 
Desserts are a decadent affair with choices of 
chocolate truffle cake with hazelnut, pistachio and 
gold leaf, or green grape tart adorned with candied 
rose petals, vanilla custard, and berry compote 
glistening with yuzu pearls. Vegan dishes are 
available to pre-order in all cabin classes. 

The Champagne and Caviar Experience: Emirates’ 
First-Class experience, always a benchmark for 
service excellence, has been upped a notch in 2022. 
Customers can now savor unlimited portions of 
Persian caviar as part of the ‘dine on demand’ 
service, with an exquisite pairing of the 
world-renowned Dom Perignon vintage champagne. 
Emirates is the only airline with an exclusive 
agreement to offer the luxury brand on-board. 

Cinema in the Sky: First Class customers can create 
a memorable movie moment on-board by ordering 
cinema snacks as they enjoy the 5,000 channels on 
Emirates’ ice inflight entertainment system. The 
cinema snack menu includes moreish classics such 
as lobster rolls, juicy sliders, edamame, and salted 
popcorn, and can be ordered on demand. All 
passengers can also curate their own ice experience 

before their flight, simply by browsing and 
pre-selecting movies or TV shows on the Emirates 
app, which can then be synced to ice the moment 
they board, maximizing the seamless travel 
experience. 

Farm to Fork - Sustainable Supply Chain: Emirates’ 
customers departing on flights from Dubai can 
begin crunching on fresh greens harvested from 
Bustanica, the world’s largest vertical farm and 
newly opened US$40 million joint venture 
investment through Emirates Flight Catering. 
Emirates is continuing to invest in sustainable 
operations and supply chains, seeking local food 
suppliers and farms wherever possible to serve the 
freshest produce on board. 

Specialized Hospitality Training for Cabin Crew: 
Emirates has partnered with Ecole hôtelière de 
Lausanne, one of the world’s top hospitality 
management schools, to craft the Emirates 
Hospitality strategy and encourage inspiring 
customer experiences. Emirates Cabin Crew have 
already begun engaging in intensive training 
programmes focused on delivering the four service 
pillars: Excellence, Attentiveness, Innovation and 
Passion. 

Upgraded Cabin Interiors in all Classes: The most 
significant investment is an extensive and 
record-breaking refurbishment of the aircraft fleet 
interiors, where cabins will be retrofitted with new 
or reupholstered seats, new paneling, flooring and 
other cabin features. Benefitting all Emirates 
passengers, every cabin class will be refreshed, and 
new Premium Economy cabins installed. After the 
retrofit, Emirates will have a total of 120 aircraft 
offering Premium Economy seats – the only airline 
in the region to offer this cabin class, and enhanced 
interiors and features across all other cabins. With 
its first aircraft scheduled to roll into the Emirates 
Engineering Centre for retrofitting in November, 
planning work and trials have begun in earnest.

Kuwait Airways to Launch Scheduled Flights to Maldives
As part of the continuous endeavors to expand its 
network of destinations for its valued customers, 
Kuwait Airways has announced operation of flights 
to the Maldives from end of October this year.  

The airline has scheduled two weekly flights 
between the destinations via its Airbus A320neo 
from October 31 onwards.  

The new connection is expected to increase tourist 
arrivals from the middle east. Maldives has been 
recording a rising number of arrivals from the 

middle east, mainly from Saudi Arabia, UAE and 
Kuwait.  

As of August 12, Maldives has welcomed over 1 
million tourist arrivals for the year 2022. Earlier this 
year, the President of the Maldives, His Excellency 
President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih announced that 
the nation aims to welcome 1.6 million tourist 
visitors to the Maldives in 2022. India, UK, Russia, 
Germany and Italy remain in the top 10 markets to 
Maldives.   
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Park Hyatt Maldives Hadahaa 
Unveils Luxury 3-Bedroom 
Overwater Reef Residence

Remotely located in Huvadhoo Atoll, one 
of the largest and deepest natural atolls 
in the world, Park Hyatt Maldives 
Hadahaa is a barefoot luxury resort 
immersed in the magnificent nature of 
the Maldives. 

The resort embraces a SLOW life concept 
- a life that is sustainable, local, organic 
and whole where spending quality time 
with loved ones is enhanced by inspiring 
experiences, local culture and the 
beauty of the surroundings. Just 55 km 
from the Equator, Park Hyatt Maldives 
Hadahaa caters to luxury travelers 
looking for a tranquil hideaway. 

The resort is delighted to unveil the 
much-anticipated residence that 
embodies a unique harmony with 
nature, allowing for a sense of 
reconnection, privacy and the utmost in 
luxury relaxation. Encompassing the 
importance of the untouched natural 
surrounds, and mindful of our passion 
for sustainability, our spectacular The 
Overwater Reef Residence is brilliantly 
designed and captivatingly mesmerizing. 

Nestled into the serene edge of the 
house reef, The Overwater Reef 
Residence is surrounded by 
unobstructed views of the Indian Ocean. 
Featuring 895 sqm of comfort and luxury, 
the residence houses three bedrooms 
with ensuite air-conditioned bathrooms 
to comfortably accommodate up to six 
guests and two children. Inspired by the 
serene colors of the lagoon and house 
reef, the overwater retreat boasts the 
comforts of home and is decorated in a 
contemporary style with soft furnishings 
of light brown and aquamarine that 
combine with state-of-the-art room 
control features for a blissful ambiance. 

An incredible feature of The Overwater 
Reef Residence is its massive 
16-meter-long freshwater infinity pool 
with an extended terrace with sunken 
lounges and a shaded outdoor dining 
and barbecue area. Separate decks off 
the infinity pool adjoin the master and 
king bedrooms for premier pool access. 

The facilities within The Overwater Reef 
Residence are exceptional. Guests can 
relax in the large whirlpool on the 
master bedroom terrace or keep to a 
daily fitness routine in the private 
state-of-the-art gym. Indulge in an 
outdoor dining experience under the 
stars over intimate conversations and 
let the residence’s personal chef and 
butler cater to your every need. 

Relax with family and friends in the TV 
room with an 85-inch TV and 
next-generation games console. 
Practice self-care with the in-villa spa 
treatments as skilled therapists use the 
best techniques and therapies for total 
rejuvenation. Direct access to the 
lagoon house reef allows for the best in 
overwater living and underwater 
explorations. The options while staying 
in THE Overwater Reef Residence are 
endless, and all ensure total 
reconnection to the surrounding nature 
and a sense of self-love. 

The Overwater Reef Residence is 
presented with exceptional 
personalized Maldivian hospitality, 
impeccable services and unique 
opportunities for experiential 
memories. THE Overwater Reef 
Residence is available for bookings 
through www.parkhyattmaldives.com or 
contact the reservation team at 
maldives.parkhadahaa@hyatt.com. 
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Vakkaru Maldives Adds a New Padel Tennis Court to its 
Sports Facilities
Timeless sanctuary Vakkaru Maldives is thrilled to 
announce the launch of their brand-new padel 
tennis court. Located in the heart of the island and 
surrounded by lush tropical greenery, the new court 
is ideal for those looking for a fun, sociable sport or 
fitness enthusiasts who need a serious workout.

Iain McCormack, General Manager, Vakkaru Maldives, 
said, “We are thrilled to be one of the few resorts in 
the Maldives and the first one in Baa Atoll to bring 
the fastest growing racket sport in the world to 
complement our island’s offerings. The addition of 
the new padel tennis court to Vakkaru’s 
comprehensive sports facilities – tennis, beach 
volleyball and football – further underlines our 
resort as a destination for families and sports 
enthusiasts.”

Padel tennis is a cross between tennis and squash. It 
is played on a semi enclosed court about 25% 
smaller than the size of a tennis court. The rules are 
similar to tennis; however, players use tennis balls 
that are slightly less pressurised; serving is 
underarm, and the court walls are also used in the 
game. Padel tennis enthusiasts include tennis stars 
Novak Djokovic, Rafael Nadal, Maria Sharapova, and 

top footballers Cristiano Ronaldo, Neymar and 
Lionel Messi.

The new padel tennis court is open daily from 
7.00am to 10.00pm. It is complimentary for in- house 
guests with advance reservations. Amenities 
provided include rackets, balls, towels and water. 
Little guests and teens who want to give this fun 
sport a try can participate in the ‘Introduction to 
Padel Tennis’ session every Wednesday, guided by 

its recreation team.

Other additions and enhancement to the resort 
facilities include a newly opened yoga pavilion at 
Vakku Beach which accommodates up to 16 people, 
as well as an extension of the overwater gym with a 
larger indoor area and floor-to-ceiling windows 
overlooking the lagoon which will be launched this 
month.

Villa Hotels & Resorts’ Sun Island and Paradise Island 
Installs Solar Panel Systems

Villa Hotels & Resorts is a brand that passionately 
advocates caring for and preserving the Maldives 
fragile environment. Two of the brand's properties, 
Sun Island and Paradise Island have unveiled 
rooftop solar panel systems to reduce their carbon 
footprint while creating clean and renewable energy. 
Built as part of the company’s advanced initiatives 
towards sustainable living, each of the solar panels 
will reduce the resort's carbon dioxide levels 
drastically while protecting the natural ecology of 
the islands and creating a positive impact on the 
planet. 

The solar panels were 
installed by Swimsol 
Maldives, a global leader 
in offshore photovoltaics 
with more than 22 years 
of experience in the 
European solar industry. 

“Swimsol is very happy 
and proud to have 
installed its to date 
largest solar systems at 
Sun and Paradise Island, 
which will jointly save 
more than 1 million liters 
of diesel and 2,600 tons 
of CO2 each year. We are 

thankful for the great support that we have received 
throughout the whole process from the resorts´ staff 
and look forward to a continued cooperation with 
Villa to bring renewable energy to all of their 
properties.” – Mr. Daniel Reinhardt, Sales and Partner 
Support Manager of Swimsol. 

The PV (photovoltaic) system installed at the 
eco-luxury Sun Island Resort has a capacity of 
1,122kWp with a grid of over 2,400 panels. The solar 
panels will supply the resort with power and reduce 
annual diesel consumption by 411,077 litres and CO2 

by 1085 tonnes annually which is the equivalent of 
the emissions of 868 flights from Male’ to London. 
The substantial amount of energy generated is 
sufficient enough to power 135 villas across the 
resort daily. Moreover, at Paradise Island Resort 
located in North Male’ atoll, the Swimsol RoofSolar 
PV system has a capacity of 1196 kWp with over 2600 
panels. Assisted by a buffer battery and a special 
control system, it supplies the resort with a 
significant amount of energy to power over 150 
villas across the resort. Swimsol includes 
maintenance and management of the PV system as 
well as continuous optimization to ensure system 
performance. 

Sustainability is a way of life at Villa Hotels & 
Resorts. Developing innovative ways to preserve the 
environment and achieve carbon neutrality is at the 
forefront of the company. Reflecting the care for 
nature, renewable energy production on the islands 
further affirms the resorts best practices of 
environmental sustainability in alignment with the 
prestigious Green-Key certification. Guests are 
invited to support the resorts sustainable efforts 
and help the planet by adopting the eco-friendly 
practices in place, which include only washing linen 
when required, switching off electricity when not in 
use, recycling and taking part in beach clean ups 
held on the islands and nearby sandbanks. 
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Taj Coral Reef Resort & Spa, Maldives Launches Daycation 
Packages

One of Maldives’ most stylish resorts has opened up 
its heart-shaped private island - set over a heritage 
coral atoll - to curated experiences for non-resident 
day visitors. Designed for stress-free, express 
getaways, the new Daycation packages offer a 
sumptuous slice of the Taj Coral Reef lifestyle.  

At just a 45-minute speedboat ride from Male, the 
resort is ideally positioned for ‘daycationers’ to 
leisurely soak in its signature attractions – a spot of 
snorkeling guided by the instructors of the 
world-class 5-star Blue In Dive Centre, an indulgent 
treatment at the award-winning Jiva Spa, a lavish 

three-course lunch (including the Asian, Indian, 
Continental cuisines) and a memorable 
meet-and-greet with the local stingrays. 

The new bouquet of packages includes three 
options, priced at $140, $199 and $249. Combined 
boat transfers, lunch, usage of the resort’s 
swimming pool and a responsibly conducted local 
stingray feeding experience are common across all 
packages. The second package includes a snorkeling 
trip, while the third package has an additional spa 
treatment.  

Whether you’re craving a mid-week break from 
work, a romantic getaway or a celebration with 
friends and family, Taj Coral Reef’s Daycation 
Packages are designed for a day unlike any other! 
Private boat transfers are available for a minimum 
of 10 adults from a single group and are included in 
the package. For 9 pax and below, private boat 
transfers are available at an additional charge of 
$700 + applicable taxes. Speedboat transfers include 
Male Airport to the resort and back. Child packages 
are priced at $89, limited to lunch, stingray feeding 
and combined boat transfer.
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Soneva Jani Unveils The Den, the Ultimate Children’s 
Club for Young Sonevians

Award-winning luxury resorts brand Soneva has launched 
its latest family offering, The Den, at Soneva Jani in the 
Maldives’ Noonu Atoll. Taking two years to complete, the 
1,500 sqm, two-storey structure is a remarkable feat of 
engineering and an awe-inspiring playground for the 
imagination, with a series of inimitable and interactive 
experiences specially designed to delight and entertain.  

Inspired by childhood wonder and featuring dedicated 
toddler and teenage areas, no Young Sonevians have been 
forgotten in the creation of this technology-free family 
experience. Introducing young guests to the resort’s 
pioneering SLOW LIFE philosophy and in line with its ‘No 
News, No Shoes’ ethos, all phones and tablets are 
required to be left in the villas before coming to The Den, 
encouraging them to learn, play, discover nature and let 
their creativity and curiosity run wild on Soneva Jani’s 
home island of Medhufaru.   

Awakening children’s sense of adventure, two majestic 
waterfalls cascade into The Den’s 155 sqm swimming pool. 
As well as a waterslide, catamaran nets and shallow areas 
for younger guests, one of the waterfalls leads into a 
grotto that transforms into the Cave Bar; an evening 
hangout for teens, complete with a DJ booth, dance floor 
and pool bar serving mocktails. Intrepid adventurers will 
also enjoy crossing the pool’s pristine blue waters via a 
32-meter zipline that makes a splash as it traverses 

through the waterfall. Just beyond the pool lies a pirate 
ship and skateboard ramp, keeping even the most active 
of little explorers entertained for hours on end.   

Immersing Soneva Jani’s youngest guests in magic from 
the get-go, the entrance of The Den welcomes its visitors 
with melodic sounds of the sea. Piano-inspired keys 
embedded in the wooden floors playfully trigger four 
underwater-themed musical compositions: Musical 
Sealife, Underwater Organ, Dance of the Waves and 
Maldivian Maestro. Young guests can switch to another 
composition, or create their own, by stepping on a 
different key on the floor.

Venturing inside, a bowling alley, Lego and craft area, 
dressing-up room, library and cinema provide space for 
books, films, fantasies and more. A separate area is 
dedicated to sensory play for toddlers, while the kitchen 
area hosts cooking lessons and Soneva’s regular Junior 
MasterChef competition. Scientifically savvy Young 
Sonevians will also delight in the bioluminescent flooring, 
where a plankton-blue light effect is activated by 
footsteps, while the jellyfish alcove is ripe for discovery. 
Young pioneers can partake in UV discovery exercises to 
reveal hidden infographics on the walls, explore global 
oceanic themes in a 4D perspective, identify the fish that 
matches their height using the fish ruler, and make use of 
the ‘Tale of the Whale’ feature to talk like a fish, with their 
voices live transcoded to ‘fish talk’ for next-level science 
fun.

Upstairs, The Hangout is a dedicated roof deck for teens 
featuring an array of attention- grabbing activities, 
including a music room, telescope deck, pool and foosball 
tables, pinball machines, table tennis table set above a 
reflecting pond, as well as a dry slide for speedy escapes.   

Older children and teenagers can also join the Soneva 
Academy, which takes young learners outside of the 
classroom with immersive modular courses. Taking 
children and teens aged 12 and up from ‘junior’ to ‘expert’, 

the courses cover a range of fascinating topics, including 
the Night Sky in the Maldives, Become a Birdwatcher, Zero 
Waste and Plastic Pollution in the Maldives, Mosquitoes 
and Mosquito-borne Diseases, Marine Life of the Maldives 
and the Adventure of the Corbin, a quest across the seas 
in the wake of an ancient galleon.   

A haven for families, The Den features weekly rosters for 
both young children and teens, each filled with exciting, 
educational and engaging opportunities for parents and 
their children to create meaningful moments at the 
barefoot hideaway. Open daily from 09:30 to 17:00, Soneva 
Jani’s experienced childminders are on hand to watch 
over young guests’ every move and ensure they enjoy 
every moment in a safe and secure environment. While 
the space and daily programme are designed for children 
four years and older, children under four are also 
welcome to join if accompanied by a parent or a 
babysitter. 

Set within a 5.6-kilometre lagoon of crystal-clear waters, 
fringed by islands blanketed in lush tropical greenery and 
surrounded by white sandy beaches, Soneva Jani is one of 
the world’s lowest-density resorts, with uninterrupted 
ocean views in all directions. The playful escapism of this 
luxurious lagoon makes the barefoot hideaway irresistible 
to adventure seekers, with its iconic over-water 
residences and unparalleled access to water sports, 
unique marine life and now family experiences, too.  

For even more family fun under the Maldives’ endless 
blue skies, the multi-award- winning resort has launched 
the Ultimate Family Offer. When booking a minimum stay 
of four nights, children aged up to 15 years will receive 
complimentary full board dining, when sharing with two 
adults. Also included in the offer is a range of Soneva 
Jani’s signature child-friendly experiences, including 
welcome gifts and children’s arrival kits with baby 
accessories, highchairs, prams, playpens, monitors, bottle 
warmers, bath mats and other supplies.   

Banyan Tree Vabbinfaru Launches 
Extensive Wellbeing Activities
Banyan Tree Vabbinfaru launches extensive wellbeing 
activities this month to enhance guest experiences.
 
The purpose of travel has dramatically changed in the 
quick span of three pandemic years, and travelers now 
look not only into getting a digital detox but also to 
experiencing a sense of place, a sanctuary where 
self-care is the center of the holiday. 

Banyan Tree Vabbinfaru’s serene natural landscape and 
tranquil environment sets the space one needs to start 
their wellbeing journey or to enjoy a mindful holiday. 
With spectacular sunrise and sunsets, sparkling 
cerulean waters teeming with marine life, and swaying 
palm trees, this island paradise is a sanctuary for the 
senses perfectly made for a mindfulness retreat. 

Led by the resort’s Wellbeing Manager, Dr. Tomson Jose, 
Banyan Tree Vabbinfaru rolls out a variety of wellbeing 

activities that guests can experience throughout their 
stay. 

Guests can begin their day with Ocean Breath, a 
guided meditation session at the beach where they 
can experience the rejuvenating quality of breathing 
negative ions that pervades a coastal environment. 
This activity will fully awaken the senses and start the 
day feeling energized. 

Spinal Stretch, Core Pilates, Posture Alignment, and 
Body Tension Release are a few activities that will 
improve physical endurance and flexibility. Fat Blast 
and Island Trail will challenge one’s physical strength 
and endurance. Conscious Grounding, Mindful Living, 
and Sleep Meditation are introductions to mindfulness 
practices, a start of the wellbeing journey which guests 
can carry on even after they depart from the resort.  
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MOVERS & SHAKERS 

LUX* South Ari Atoll Brings its Culinary and F&B Team 
to New Heights
With a strong belief and passion in talent 
development, The Lux Collective’s 
well-loved resort LUX* South Ari Atoll 
announces its recent internal promotions 
and names the key players in Culinary and 
Food & Beverage teams.

Hussain Niyaz – Assistant Director of F&B
Born and raised in the sunny Maldives, 
Niyaz started his career back in 2001 as a 
waiter in Four Seasons Kuda Huraa. Along 
his Food & Beverage career path, he has 
joined several renowned properties in the 
Maldives, including One & Only Reethi Rah 
and Finolhu, where he contributed to the 
pre-openings. Since 2020, Niyaz has led the 
Food & Beverage service team of LUX* 
South Ari Atoll, overseeing a collection of 8 
restaurants, 5 bars, and in-villa dining 
operations. His management capabilities 
and eye for detail are recognised with his 
promotion to the position of Assistant F&B 
Director.

Ishan Mark Anthony Perera – Executive Chef
Growing up in Sri Lanka, surrounded by 
fresh and colorful ingredients, Mark has 

always found himself interested in the 
use of healthy organic produce. His love 
for food in combination with passion for 
service brought him to the hospitality 
industry. Throughout his career, he has 
worked with numerous luxury brands 
across different countries and supported 
several pre-opening properties. 
Following his dream to work in the 
Maldives, Mark joined LUX* South Ari 
Atoll in 2018 as Executive Pastry Chef, 
and his leadership earned him the role 
of Executive Chef in 2022. Today, he 
spearheads the resort’s culinary 
innovations along with his team, while 
elevating LUX* Resorts & Hotels 
signature Keen On Green brand initiative.

Sangeeth Ambadi – Food & Beverage 
Manager
Coming from India, Sangeeth joined LUX* 
South Ari Atoll as a bartender back in 
2015. From the first days of his journey 
with the resort, he consistently serves as 
a role model for the teammates. His 
leadership skills, and knowledge of 
operations earned him the role of Food 

& Beverage Supervisor in just two years. 
Sangeeth was promoted to Restaurant 
Manager, and Food & Beverage Assistant 
Manager in 2019. His new role as Food & 
Beverage Manager is a result of his 
continuous strive for perfection and 
immense support of the island’s operation.

Daminda Sanjeewa Hereth Bandarage – 
Assistant Food & Beverage Manager
Daminda, originally from Sri Lanka, is 
another wonderful story of growing talents 
from within. Joining the resort 2008 as a 
bartender, he became the Head Bartender 
in 2011. Daminda is an ambassador of our 
brand’s purpose to “help people celebrate 

life”, always ensuring the highest level of 
service to guests in the outlets. His 
dedication and inspiration resulted in 
several promotions over a decade. He has 
been appointed as Assistant Food & 
Beverage Manager.

Supporting talents and inspiring growth 
from within the organization is one of the 
top priorities of The Lux Collective 
hospitality group. Its large team of shining 
personalities across different resorts 
globally and also at LUX* South Ari Atoll 
works day-to-day together on the island, 
creating memorable experiences for 
Maldives’ tourists and visitors.

Hussain Niyaz  
Assistant Director of F&B

Ishan Mark Anthony Perera
Executive Chef

Sangeeth Ambadi
Food & Beverage Manager

Daminda Bandarage
Assistant F & B Manager
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MOVERS & SHAKERS 

Oaga Art Resort Announces Key Senior Appointments
Oaga Art Resort has announced the 
appointment of Fathmath Reena (Inna) 
as Business Development Director, 
Aminath Shaly as Human Resource 
Director and Nazim Mohamed (Naadhu) 
as Operations Manager.

Inna, an experienced Sales and 
Marketing pioneer with over 21 years of 
experience has immensely contributed 
to the Maldivian Tourism Industry with 
innovative approaches to create unique 
guest experiences through her skills.  

Inna started her career as an 
Administrative Assistant at Sun Travels 
and Tours, and persued the field of 
Sales and Marketing during her time at 
the company as the Assistant Marketing 
and Sales Manager at Sun Travels and 
Tours. She has also served in roles such 
as Marketing & Sales Manager, Head of 
Marketing, and Director of Marketing at 
Sun Siyam Resorts. Inna has been 
continuously working towards bringing 
revolutionary changes to the Business 
Development field.  

An MBA graduate from University of 
Toulouse, Inna specialises in 
International Hospitality and 
Management and was recognised and 
listed as one of the 20 Most Influential 
Sales & Marketing Professionals in the 
Maldives in the year 2018.  

“Oaga Art Resort is going to be a game 
changer. I couldn’t resist not being a 
part of a revolutionary product, we are 
curating a product to share Maldivian 
stories, and a platform to collaborate 
with local talents to tell these stories 
together in an engaging and 
showstopping way.” Inna – Business 
Development Director.  

Shaly has worked in the Maldivian 
Tourism industry for the past 2 decades 
and is on a very important mission; to 
set standards that she knows are 
deserving for every team member. This 
is her story.  
She is one of the leading female 
Maldivian Human Resource Director in 
the hospitality industry, who is 
passionate about setting operational 
excellence and service standards. She is 
hands-on and value-driven with 
contemporary developments in service 
models and human capital. 

Shaly has held the position as an exco 
member of Maldives Association of 
Human Resource Professional (MAHRP) 
in 2018 and is currently a member of the 
association.  

An MBA graduate from Cardiff 
Metropolitan University, UK, she has won 
multiple prestigious awards which 
includes the WIM 2019 Gold Award for 
Leadership Excellence in Human 
Resources – Professional Career Woman 
Award, Top 50 Maldivian HR 
Professionals in 2017 and 2018, Top 
Global 100 – HR Minds 2017, Top Global 
100 – Most Influential 2016.  Shaly 
highlights that one of her greatest 

achievements is seeing the team 
members that she has trained and 
developed holding key positions in 
various resorts.  

“You can be a waiter, you can be a room 
attendant, or an HR person. But here at 
Oaga Art Resort we will nurture your art 
as well. There are things within you that 
we can develop. We are not looking to 
hire someone just as a waiter. Bring 
your everything with you, the person 
that you want to be.” Shaly - HR 
Director.  

Naadhu, an enthusiastic and skilled 
professional – has been contributing to 
the Maldivian Tourism Industry for the 
past 22 years. Energetic and goal driven, 
Naadhu has worked in both local and 
global brands.   

An MBA graduate from the University of 
Bedforshire, Naadhu comes with years 
of experience in delivering guests with 
remarkable and consistent standards of 
service.   

Naadhu started his journey in the 
industry as a Guest Relations Officer at 
Soneva Fushi Resort & Spa in the year 
2002. During his time in Soneva Fushi, 

he has also worked in the role as a 
Butler. After successfully completing 
various professional Butler courses, he 
joined Coco Palm Boduhithi as the 
Assistant Head Butler during the 
property’s pre-opening stage and 
contributed to the development of the 
Butler team. 
  
His drive in this field also comes hand 
in hand with his passion in creating a 
positive work environment for the team 
by promoting individuality, teamwork 
and employee recognition. Naadhu has 
served in roles such as a Front Office 
Supervisor at W Retreat & Spa and was 
later promoted to Front Office Assistant 
Manager. He has also served in the role 
of Front Office Manager in properties 
such as Anantara Kihavah Maldives, 
Vakkaru Maldives, W Maldives, Pullman 
Maldives Maamutaa and Joali Being.  

“To me, luxury does not mean how 
expensive the product is. It is more 
about sincerity, authenticity and 
originality of the content or product. At 
Oaga Art Resort, our aim is to provide 
an original and authentic Maldivian 
hospitality at its best.” Naadhu – 
Operations Manager.   

One&Only Reethi Rah Appoints Andreas 
Porias as General Manager

One&Only Reethi Rah, the ultra-luxury 
all-villa resort in the Maldives, has 
announced the appointment of Andreas 
Porias as General Manager, effective 
August 19, 2022. With over 20 years of 

hospitality experience, Andreas has held 
key operational roles in numerous iconic 
properties in New York and the United 
Kingdom, including The Lanesborough 
Hotel, The Dorchester, and The 
Gleneagles Hotel, where he was Hotel 
Manager. 

Andreas joined One&Only Reethi Rah in 
2019 as the property’s Resort Manager 
and has since played an instrumental role 
in leading the resort to achieve 
commendable recognition including Gold 
certification for 3 consecutive years from 
EarthCheck, the world’s leading scientific 
benchmarking advisory group for travel 
and tourism, and in July the resort was 

ranked #5 in the World’s Best Hotels by 
Travel + Leisure’s annual esteemed 
World’s Best Awards in 2022. 

In his new position, as well as overseeing 
the resort’s entire operations, Andreas will 
ensure the multi-award winning 
One&Only Reethi Rah continues to create 
unrivalled guest experiences and 
groundbreaking culinary and wellness 
concepts, while maintaining its coveted 
status as a well-loved, industry-leading 
destination. 

Commenting on the appointment, Andreas 
said: “I am delighted and honoured to be 
entrusted with the responsibility of 

leading a property as iconic as One&Only 
Reethi Rah, highly distinguished in the 
destination, and well-loved amongst our 
repeat guests. It is with excitement that 
our dedicated team and I look forward to 
continuing the legacy of curating 
spectacular experiences that our guests 
truly love and want to return to.” 

Surrounded by the crystal blue waters of 
the Indian Ocean, One&Only Reethi Rah is 
located on one of the largest private 
islands in the North Malé Atoll and is 
home to 118 exceptional and spacious 
villas, boasting an abundance of space, 
freedom, and activities for all ages to 
discover.

Aminath Shaly
Human Resource Director

Nazim Mohamed (Naadhu)
Operations Manager

Fathmath Reena (Inna)
Business Development Director 
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Pulse Hotels and Resorts Announces New Resort Opening

Pulse Hotels & Resorts announces the 
opening of its newest addition to its 
portfolio, Nova Maldives.  Located in the 
heart of the South Ari Atoll, just 25 
minutes away by seaplane from the 
Velana International Airport, Nova is an 
all-natural island with soul that sparks joy 
and is designed for real connection with a 
modern all-inclusive community concept. 
Nova believes in a greater calling than 
simply a lifestyle holiday destination, it’s 
where people can live in the moment and 
immerse themselves into the spirit of the 
Maldives and the vibrant Nova 
community. 

The island soul 
The world-famous South Ari Atoll is one of 
the biggest atolls in the Maldives and is 
known for its spectacular diving sites and 
as a scuba diver’s ultimate playground 
with regular sightings of whale sharks, 
Manta rays, shark points and some 
impressive shipwrecks. Nova is located in 
the heart of the atoll, and the underwater 
world surrounding Nova and its incredible 
house reef is known for its breathtaking 
marine life – a nature’s playground for 
water lovers that gives a treat for the soul 
underwater. But here’s where the main 
attraction is – located near SAMPA (South 
Ari Marine Protected Areas) Nova is the 
ultimate destination for all avid divers 

NEW OPENINGS

and snorkelers. There are a few 
destinations in the world where in-season 
whale shark sightings are guaranteed – 
Nova happens to be one of them. 

While at Nova, you are bound to 
encounter the magnificent Manta rays and 
the whale sharks throughout the year 
around the Nova waters as well as a 
plethora of colorful fish, eagle rays and 
various types of sharks. Swim or glide 
alongside the gentle giants of the ocean – 
a meditative, soul-filling, 
once-in-a-lifetime experience. 

Your soul place 
The all-natural island boasts 76 spacious 
over-water and beach villas with 10 
categories designed for the ultimate stay, 
whether you travel with your significant 
other, solo, with loved ones, friends or 
family, each villa is designed with utmost 
care in contemporary minimalist design to 
ensure that your stay is a blissful one. 
Private terraces and endless ocean views? 
Check. Pared-back interiors awash with 
custom-made furniture and well-stocked 
fridges (generously replenished daily)? 
Check, check and check. Everything is built 
using natural materials to blend in perfect 
harmony with the lush tropical 
surroundings. With fast Wi-Fi and 
surround sound TV, stay as connected as 

you wish or disconnect completely in the 
rainfall shower, king-size bed, and 
inspiring surroundings. Turn off your 
phone, kick off your shoes and relax. At 
Nova, nothing feels as good as taking the 
day at your own pace, especially with such 
a view. 

Into the groove 
Nova also brings together and offers a 
fluid range of experiences for its 
community to make real connections and 
moments they’ll remember for a lifetime. 
The soulful island is always brimming with 
activities whether it is pool parties at Solis 
Pool Bar, evening gatherings for communal 
snacks, DJs, and party nights at the main 
bar, Wink, our guests are never out of 
options for entertainment and part of a 
community that connects and experiences 
Nova and the Maldives together. 

Rejuvenate your soul 
Pamper your body, mind and soul at 
Eskape Spa, nested over-water with 
breathtaking views of the Nova lagoon. The 
spa at Nova will take you through a holistic 
wellness journey to reconnect and awaken 
your senses, by featuring four blissful 
treatment rooms with an indulging choice 
of organic oils, a Thai Sala and a yoga 
pavilion. The Nova wellness experts also 
offer a host of holistic spa rituals using 
luxurious organic products and 
tailor-made wellness programs to the good 
souls at Nova to enhance their bodies and 
soul’s wellbeing and restore moments of 
mindfulness. 

Playful soul 
Nova’s water sports and dive center 
‘Aquaholics’ boasts a world-class PADI 
aqua team and a resident Marine Biologist 
who are all equipped to provide a wide 
range of water activities, all set to give you 
the experience of a lifetime at any of the 
40+ dive sites around the island within a 
30-minute boat ride from Nova. Besides jet 
skiing, parasailing, waterski, wakeboarding, 

MARES SHOP +960 7346446 / 7913450 SALES@SEABOB-MALDIVES.COM    MARES SHOP +960 7346446 / 7913450 SALES@WATERPROOFSPORTS.ORG   

MARES SHOP +960 7346446 / 7913450 SALES@SEABOB-MALDIVES.COM    MARES SHOP +960 7346446 / 7913450 SALES@WATERPROOFSPORTS.ORG   

fun rides, kayak, SUP, kite and windsurfing 
and Topcat sailing, Nova guests can also 
engage in some community-filled activities 
like beach volleyball, tennis, football, and 
not to forget a state-of-the-art fitness 
center. There is enough for the love of a 
physical soul too! 

Nova cares 
Environment protection and sustainability 
are at the heart of the Nova soul. The 
resident marine team is dedicated to 
leading coral adoption initiatives, and Nova 
also promotes a guest programme to 
support and protect nature initiatives. Using 
organic and biodegradable materials has 
further enhanced Nova’s commitment to 
save the sensitive reef structures and the 
nature within the island. Nova’s key values 
being responsible includes minimizing its 
carbon footprint by reducing the islands 
waste and energy consumption. All water 
waste and glass are recycled, food 
composted, items responsibly packaged, 
energy saved through smart room controls 
and printed collateral radically reduced by 
the mobile app and interactive systems. 

Nova nation 
Nova believes in being part of the 
community and to be rooted in the 
Maldivian history and culture, creatively 
indulging in promoting local artforms and 
experiences for its guests. Nova guests will 
experience regular cultural interactions and 
performances of authentic Maldivian artists, 
savor Maldivian food, including food tasting 
and cookery classes, learn from local 
artisans and manufacturers or simply enrich 
their souls by a visit to the nearby cultural 
heritage village to immerse themselves in 
traditional island life. 

Nova is geared up to bring playful and 
curious experiences into its everyday lives, 
and strictly abiding by respecting the 
precious environment by being responsible 
and smart, it promises to deliver a human 
connection that touches your soul.  
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Kelly Slater Reigns Victorious on Finals Day at the 2022 
Four Seasons Maldives Surfing Champions Trophy

It was another perfect morning in Kuda Huraa when 
the horn blew for Finals Day at the 2022 Four Seasons 
Maldives Surfing Champions Trophy. A crystal-clear 
Indian Ocean played host to dreamy two-to-four-foot 
Sultans, as our competitors prepared to compete in 
the final surfing discipline of the event, the Thruster 
Division.

11x World Champion Kelly Slater (USA) started the day 
dominantly, taking a win over Rob Machado (USA) and 
Taylor Knox (USA) in Round One. Slater then went on 
to match up against local wildcard and multiple 
Maldives Surfing Champion Hussain “Iboo” Areef 
(MDV) in the first Semifinal, and excitement in the 
channel was palpable. Maldivian flags flew from 
nearby boats, hoping for a local win, and Slater fans 
were cheering from their sundecks as the two surfers 
battled it out at Sultans. In the end it was Slater who 
advanced, taking the win from Iboo and advancing to 
the Final Round.

“I am very honoured and very happy to have surfed 
these past few days,” said Iboo. “These guys are 
legends, they are the people I watched when I was 
learning to surf. They had a big impact on my surfing 
career. That last heat with Kelly was probably the best 
heat of my life. I never thought in my dreams that I 
would be surfing against him, man-on-man. He’s hard 
to beat, he’s the best in the world! I don’t think I’ll get 
to see anyone else like him in my lifetime, so this has 

been an amazing opportunity.”

Slater then went on to compete against Rob Machado 
(USA) in the Thruster Division Final, where he scored 
a 9.33, the highest wave score of the event, in the 
dying minutes of the heat. This solidified his second 
victory of the event, making him not only the Single- 
Fin Winner but now also the Thruster Champion.

“This whole event has been so fun, it’s been really 
relaxing with the guys,” said Slater. “To have this crew 
together has been really enjoyable, and Iboo has 
been a great addition. I’ve never met him before, but 
he’s had a smile on his face the whole time – it was 
so nice to get to know him and surf with him. He said 
he was really stoked to surf with me today, and I was 
really happy to surf with him too. He’s just a really 
good dude.”

“All of the local crew that showed up on the boats 
seemed like they were having a great time, too – they 
were hundreds of yards from us, but we could hear 
them yelling the whole time. There has been such a 
good vibe here.”

Following the Thruster Division Final, the two surfers 
with the most points accumulated throughout the 
event were set to surf in the Grand Final. Slater and 
Shane Dorian (HAW), who have been the most 
consistent surfers over each division, were the 

Finalists. The two have been going head-to-head 
throughout the event, Dorian with two-out-of-three 
heat wins against Slater.

With inconsistent sets rolling through the lineup at 
Sultans, conditions were tricky for the Finalists. 
Dorian found himself in a combination situation for 
much of the heat, and although he was able to throw 
down a strong score of 8.7 in the final minutes, he 
wasn’t able to find that backup score to take the win. 
Slater, however, found himself in rhythm with the 
ocean and won the Grand Final with high scores of an 
8.23 and an 8.73.

“The Final was really fun,” said Slater. “Shane has 
been the really in-sync guy with the waves throughout 
this event, but in the Final I kind of took that from 
him. I think he caught one of the best waves of the 
heat (8.7) but the wave came too late, and there were 
only a few minutes left when he got back out to the 
lineup. We’re even now though, it worked out 
perfectly.”

The 2022 Four Seasons Maldives Surfing Champions 
Trophy is a luxury surfing event like no other, and the 
iconic lineup of Momentum Generation surfers (Kelly 
Slater, Taylor Knox, Rob Machado, Shane Dorian and 
Ross Williams), along with local wildcard Hussain 
“Iboo” Areef, have made this year one for the history 
books.
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Vice President Faisal Naseem Inaugurates Food and 
Hospitality Asia Maldives 2022
Grand opening ceremony of the premier 
international hospitality trade fair in Maldives 
"Food and Hospitality Asia Maldives - FHAM 2022' 
was held with the great presence of Honorable 
Chief Guest His Excellency Faisal Naseem. 

Held from August 28-30, 2022, at the Hulhumalé 
Central Park, the international trade fair is a 
platform that brings together buyers and suppliers 
in the hospitality industry. 

FHAM Exhibition and International Culinary 
Challenge gathers the entire tourism industry to 
meet under-one roof during the event. It attracts 

the owners, senior management and other staff of 
resorts, hotels, guest houses, safari boat operators 
and owners, restaurants and cafeterias to visit the 
exhibition that showcases a wide range of 
products and services offered by international and 
local companies to the tourism industry of 
Maldives.

They include premises, facilities management & 
technology, food & beverage catering equipment & 
services, health leisure & equipment furniture, 
furnishing & tableware, sea sports, game fishing & 
diving equipment, marine transport | engines & 
accessories.
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Summer Island Maldives Nominated for Prestigious 
Luxury Hotel Awards

Summer Island Maldives has been 
nominated for three prestigious 
Luxury Hotel Awards for the year 2022 
under the categories, Luxury Beach 
Resort, Luxury Honeymoon Resort and 
Luxury Romantic Beach Resort.   

Luxury Hotel Awards was established 
in 2006 and recognizes the best in the 
tourism industry worldwide. Winners 
are selected through voting from 
guests, travelers and industry figures 
over a four-week period. Over 300,000 

The Capital of Empires to Host the 10th Anniversary of 
the Seven Stars Luxury Hospitality and Lifestyle Awards
Istanbul, Turkiye, the capital of Empires, is the city 
that has been chosen by the Seven Stars Luxury 
Hospitality and Lifestyle Awards for its 10th 
Anniversary Gala Ceremony.

The event will take place on November 19th at the 
stunning Lazzoni Hotel, a luxury boutique Design 
property which boasts perfectly balanced luxury 
and comfort on the banks of the Golden Horn. 
Khalil El-Mouelhy -Chairman, President/Founder of 
the awards said: “Istanbul is majestic. It is the 
capital of empires, known across the entire world 
for its incredible history, heritage, culture and its 
exceptional hospitality. We are both excited and 
proud to be the first internationally recognized 
Awards Ceremony to take place in Istanbul and we 
are looking forward to welcoming winners, partners 
and guests on November 19th at the beautiful 
Lazzoni Hotel.  

As the world recuperates from the pandemic, our 
mission is to ensure that luxury hospitality and 
lifestyle establishments recoup their visibility and 
to showcase them on a world stage “. 
The glamorous and talented best-selling author, 
presenter and luxury panel member of the awards 
Ece Vahapoglu will once again grace the stage as 
the official MC of the gala event. 

Entertainment on November 19 night will be 
provided by vocal powerhouse Nutsa Buzaladze 
who represented her country at Eurovision and 

appeared on “The Voice” Turkiye as well as “all 
together now” and numerous other Tv shows.

Winners from over 17 countries will be in 
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international travelers vote each year.  

Summer Island Maldives is a premium 
beach destination for the 
honeymooners in the Maldives. 
Situated a short 45-minute speedboat 
ride away from the country’s main 
airport, the resort offers numerous 
attractions for newlyweds. From 
cruises around the beautiful lagoon in 
the sunset to private dinners, 
exclusive sandbank trips and over 
water dining. All honeymooners are 
offered a bottle of wine and a fruit 
basket in the house.  

“We are very pleased to be nominated 
in this year’s Luxury Hotel Awards 
nominees. We work very hard to 
provide the best experience for all of 
our guests, especially to our 
honeymooners because we want to 
make their stay as special as possible. 
If you have stayed with us recently, I 

attendance to collect the SIGNUM VIRTUTIS, the 
seal of excellence live on stage and will all be 
treated to a sumptuous cocktail reception, live 
entertainment and a titillating 4 course dinner.

would kindly request all guests to vote 
for us,” said Summer Island Maldives, 
Resort Manager Mariya Shareef.  
In 2020, Summer Island Maldives was 
awarded the prestigious Holiday Check 
Gold Award for being one of Maldives’ 
most popular resorts. It was also 
awarded South Asia’s Leading Beach 
Resort and Maldives’ Leading Beach 
Resort at the 2017, 2018, and 2019 SATA 
awards.   

Summer Island Maldives is owned and 
operated by Kaimoo Travels and Hotel 
Services Pvt Ltd, a leading tourism 
company in the Maldives that manages 
five properties across the country.  
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Radisson Blu Resort Maldives is Set to Host the Maldives 
Music Festival 2022 Edition with World Acclaimed DJs 
Radisson Blu Resort Maldives is set to 
bring travelers a multi-dimensional 
experience in the 2022 edition of the 
Maldives Music Festival. A dream come 
true for travelers who enjoy the 
vibrant party scenes but also looking 
for a relaxing retreat in a tropical 
heaven.  
 
From 12 to 19 November 2022, the 
week-long festival mixes rich culinary 
flavours and great music, surrounded 
by the most breathtaking scenery on 
the planet, promising a feast for the 
senses. Curated events are assembled, 
each with its own unique theme, and 
featuring live performances by 
internationally acclaimed DJs.  
 
The Maldives Music Festival will once 
again feature Facundo Mohrr in its 
second edition. Facundo was the main 
act from “all day I dream” , a famous 
worldwide party and is constantly 
listed to play by the head honcho. 
Author of the Global summer anthem 
track “Osama”, Kasango has been a 

constant presence at the center stage 
in Saint Tropez and Mykonos. In this 
edition, the festival will present one of 
the best French artists and music 
producers, MAGA. His music project 
will take the party goers on a journey 
of melodic, organic, and minimalistic 
patterns.   
 
Fischetti, the legendary and one of the 
most respected Brazilian DJ is 
internationally recognized for his work 
and has conquered DJ booths around 
the globe including Ibiza, Las Vegas, 
and Tomorrowland will also join the 
deck at the festival. With Persio 
Semeraro and Gui Defillipi, the finest 
House Music DJs and La Beduina’s 
label partners, they are set to bring to 
the island a Middle Eastern influence 
with organic beats. More artists will be 
announced in the coming weeks.   
 
General Manager of Radisson Blu 
Resort Maldives, Gavin Sanders, 
commented, “The first edition of the 
Maldives Music Festival garnered 

excellent response last year, and we 
believe there is even greater 
expectation in its second edition. We 
are excited to be the host hotel and 
ready to make the experience an even 
more phenomenal one this year. The 
dreamlike landscape awaits our guests 
from the moment the resort is seen 
from the seaplane. With the property’s 

one-to-three-bedroom pool villas, 
everyone will be getting plenty of 
space to enjoy the privacy they need, 
or revel at the festival with friends and 
family. The beautiful island and the 
magical set up will give lots of 
opportunities to capture all the 
enviable moments.”
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Al Shaali Marine Maldives Launches Brand New AS 
Express 55

Al Shaali Marine Maldives has launched its 
brand-new vessel, AS Express 55 at Maldives Marine 
Expo 2022.  

During the expo held from 11th to 13th August, 
Minister of Fisheries, Dr. Hussain Rasheed Hassan 

SC Capital Partners and Reethi Beach Resort Collaborate 
with MWSRP for a Global Marine Impact for International 
Whale Shark Day
On the occasion of International Whale Shark Day 
celebrated on August 30, 2022, Reethi Beach Resort 
has announced its collaboration with Maldives 
Whale Shark Research Program (MWSRP) with the 
support extended by their parent company SC 
Capital Partners Pte Ltd, Singapore. A local program 
with a global impact.

Maldives Whale Shark Research Programme 
(MWSRP) was founded with the mission of 
understanding the population dynamics of the 
whale sharks in the Maldives and how these fit into 
the species’ existence in the wider world. The 
charity’s objectives are to promote, for the benefit 
of the public, the conservation, protection and 
improvement of the physical and natural 
environment of the whale shark and marine 
biological diversity.  

Despite being the biggest fish in the ocean, the 
threats the whale shark faces today are many and 
almost entirely caused by human impact. It is 
difficult to quantify the exact number of whale 
sharks alive today, however their populations have 
fallen by 50% and are actively in decline.  

The need for protection is on the rise as whale 
sharks contribute immensely towards managing our 
marine ecosystem. The nature-based motivation of 
conserving these species ultimately feed into the 
economic motivations for protecting them. The 
more economic value we, as a local society, see in 

protecting nature and its processes, the more the 
human race will benefit globally from a sustainable 
future. It is to note that whale shark tourism directly 
contributes to local livelihoods here in Maldives and 
provides an alternative income to fishing whale 
sharks and other sharks. As mentioned before, 
whale sharks play a role in balancing the marine 
ecosystem.  

The reasons to protect whale sharks are clear and 
very beneficial for our livelihoods. The whale shark 
has been protected by law here in Maldives since 
1995. Today, stakeholders such as MWSRP through 
collaborative efforts from stakeholders similar to SC 
Capital Partners Pte Ltd and Reethi Beach Resort, 
community driven initiatives can work towards 
putting protection into practice and making it as 
efficient as possible.  

As part of this partnership with MWSRF, SC Capital 
Partners Pte Ltd and Reethi Beach Resort will jointly 

sponsor the MWSRP to conduct intensive research in 
the famous Hanifaru Bay renowned for its Manta 
gathering and whale Shark aggregations. The 
partnership will also include sponsored educational 
trips for local young Maldivians to create both an 
awareness about marine biodiversity conservation 
as well as potential job opportunities. While being 
based at Fonimagoodhoo island due to the resorts 
close proximity to the only UNESCO Biosphere 
situated in Maldives, Reethi Beach Resort is 
delighted to be part of this program and further 
strengthening their stance on its commitment to 
sustainability in the hospitality industry and paving 
the way towards a more holistic approach towards 
upholding its core values on sustainability. 

The team from MWSRP will be supported by Ocean 
Fanatics (a water sports and dive centre) based on 
the island, who will play a key role in the upcoming 
research project, in helping them navigate and 
collect data both on land and sea. 

helped launch the product with Ismail Shareef, 
General Manager of Al Shaali Marine Maldives.  

AS Express 55 is designed based on the Maldives 
sea conditions in mind to overcome unforeseen 
issues. The stability and durability of the vessel 

comes hand in hand with the comfort of the vessel, 
all services superior in regard to normal vessels.  

The catamaran is designed for passenger transport 
with the capacity to accommodate 50-60 
passengers. The boat is built based on the reviews 
from the market with an all-new interior design. 
The seating can be customized and adjusted for 
customer preference. It can have rows of individual 
seats or a more home-ly feeling with sofas in the 
fully closed-air-conditioned cabins. 

Al Shaali Marine Maldives was the Official Boat 
Building Partner of Marine Expo. The event hosted 
all the prominent boat builders, engine brands, 
international marine brands, watersports and dive 
brands. The show features multiple opportunities 
for both participants and visitors to engage in, such 
as; new product launches, product highlights 
sessions, boat & equipment display and showcase 
area, marine foods area for local seafood tasting 
and product showcase, informative panel 
discussions about crucial topics in the industry, 
commercial activities, etc. 
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Two Maldivian Women to Make History as They Join 
Aquanaut Crew Selected in Race-Against-Time to Save 
Maldives from Climate Crisis

Two Maldivian women will make history as part of a 
ten-strong science team from the Indian Ocean 
nation, when they join an international science 
mission and venture deep into the waters off their 
homeland to discover exactly what needs to be done 
to ensure their country remains habitable in the face 
of global warming.   

Shafiya Naeem, Director General of Maldives Marine 
Research Institute who is leading the Maldives 
scientists on the mission and Farah Amjad, Research 
Assistant to the Nekton Maldives Mission have been 

TaZa Introduces Two New Products to Its Portfolio 

Island Beverages Maldives (IBM) has launched two 
new products under its new campaign, ‘TaZa Veshi’. 
The campaign will focus on cleaning up the effects 
of plastic pollution, promote responsible disposal 
and recycling/reusing of its products and provide 
alternatives to minimize single use plastics.  
 
During a special ceremony held at Hotel Jen, Malé, 

chief guest, Tourism Minister Dr. Abdulla Mausoom 
launched the new products and was presented with a 
souvenir gift from Taza. Afterwards, Minister 
Mausoom addressed the services of TaZa products 
and commended the efforts in incorporating 
sustainable materials into producing their new 
products.   
 
The newly introduced products to its portfolio 
include TaZa 5G – 18.9L – and TaZa glass bottles in 2 
sizes (500ml and 1000ml). They are made in a more 
sustainable way, providing the highest quality 
drinking water to the market while minimizing single 
use plastics.  
 
Island Beverages Maldives is the manufacturer and 
distributor of TaZa bottled water, which now has a 
100% geographic coverage across the Maldives. 
According to IBM, the company is looking to increase 

its efforts towards becoming a more environmentally 
sustainable company. “The purpose of this event is to 
show what we are planning to do and what we have 
done to become more sustainable.”  
 
Customers can call 1619 to place orders, and all TaZa 
products are delivered directly to the customer’s 
doorstep.  

named in the crew of the Nekton mission’s first 
descent. They will join submersible pilot Kimly Do.   

The Nekton Maldives Mission sets sail September 4 
to undertake the first systematic survey and 
sampling of the ocean surrounding the Maldives 
from the surface to 1000 metres below sea level. 
Almost nothing is known about what lies beneath 
50 metres, so the women and their eight colleagues 
will, literally, be entering uncharted waters. The 
mission is a joint endeavour by UK marine research 
institute Nekton and the Maldivian Government.   

“Our objective during our submersible dives is to 
discover and better understand what our waters 
contain, so we can begin to protect what lives there 
and safeguard the environment more meaningfully” 
explained Shafiya Naeem who’s research is focused 
on aquatic animal health. “We have 40 shark and 18 
ray species at the apex of the food chain in our 
ocean and for the first time we’ll be able to identify 
their relative abundance at depth - which is a 
critical indicator to determine ocean health”. 

“The submersible’s transparent pressure sphere will 
give the perfect platform for observation, the basis 
of scientific enquiry” explained Farah Amjad, who’s 
research is focused on reef rehabilitation and deep 
sea biodiversity. “Combined with nearly a dozen 
cameras for video surveys and advanced 
technologies for sampling, we’re going to be able to 
explore and discover immense new parts of the 
country for the first time” stated Amjad.   

The Mission is deploying two of the most advanced 
human-occupied submersibles, alongside robotic 
and autonomous systems, and over a dozen 
research technologies supported by 40 partners - 16 
Maldivian and 24 international.  
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QUALITY PRINTING.

DELIVERED FAST.

 

Courtesy  
Demi Chef De Partie 
Uwais fayaz
One And Only Reethi Rah

Tharukaaree aaeku Fihunu 
Giulhu

Uwais Fayaz was born and raised in Addu city, hithadhoo. At the age of 18 Uwais Fayaz started to take  his 
first steps in the culinary industry. He graduated from Dharivadu batch of 2018 of One and Only reethi rah 
as a trainee chef. He started his professional career in The Arabic restaurant known as Fanditha 
restaurant at One and Only reethi rah in 2019. Through out this time he has been going in around almost 
all the kitchen in the resort to gain more experience and knowledge as he is well enthusiased to explore 
the culinary industry. 

From 2019 to 2022 he was the only maldivian chef working in a guest-front serving restaurant in the 
resort. He has worked himself up and trained himself in different cuisines to the level that he got 
promoted to a demi chef de partie in the Italian cuisine restaurant in One and Only Reethi rah. At the age 
of 22 he has been showing himself as a role model to all the young generation who are enthusiased 
about being in the culinary world. And a perfect example to his colleagues and people around them.

INGREDIENTS: 
Green Job fish merenation 
● 1 green job fish cleaned back bone removed  
 and open from abve (any reef fish is optional) 
● 1tbsp garlic
● 1tbsp onion
● 1/2 tbsp ginger 
● 1/2 tbsp roasted paprika powder
● 1 lime juice
● 1/2 tbsp pepper
● 4 tbsp olive oil 
● Salt to taste

METHOD: 
- Mix all the ingredients.
- Cover the fins of the fish with aluminum foil in  
 order not to get them burnt. 
- Put the fish to bake in a 250°C 
 pre- heated oven for 25-30 mins.

INGREDIENTS: 
Warm pumpkin and spinach salad
● 600g pumpkin diced
● 400g spinach roughly sliced
● 1 tea sp garlic
● 1 tea sp onion
● 3 tbsp olive oil 
● 1/2 tea sp pepper
● Salt to taste

METHOD: 
- Coat the diced pumpkin with olive oil and put in  
 to a 250°c pre-heated oven for 12 mins.
- Meanwhile bring a pan with olive oil to full heat,  
 put onion and garlic to saute'.
- Remove the pan from heat and add the spinach  
 and toss until softened.
- Add the pumkin to the spinach mixture and add  
 salt and pepper to taste. 

INGREDIENTS: 
Tempura banana flower
● 1 Banana flower thinly sliced 
 (10 min ice bath & drained) 
● 200 gms tempura flour (corn flour is optional) 
● Salt to taste

METHOD: 
- Mix the sliced banana flower with tempura flour.
- Fry them in a medium heat until golden brown  
 and crispy.
- Drain the oil, toss in a pinch of salt and mix.

INGREDIENTS: 
Kanamadhu and coconut rocket salad
● 300gms rocket leaves
● 200gms kanamadhu nuts
● 100gms coconut shavings 
● 2 tbsp olive oil 
● Salt to taste

METHOD: 
- mix all the ingredients with olive oil and put salt  
 to taste

PLATTING
- Put the baked fish on a flat plate.
- Stuff the fish with the warm pumpkin and 
 spinach salad.
- Put on tempura banana flower inside 
 around the fish. 
- Put the kanamadhu and coconut 
 rocket leaves salad on top.

The dish is ready, 
serve the dish with rice or chapati.
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Frankly Speaking
Maldives has recently marked a milestone with 1 million tourist arrivals to the Maldives in August for 2022. As an industry stakeholder, what 
do you think of the destination reaching the set 1.6 million tourists mark for the year 2022?

Bassam Adam 
CEO, Atolls World Pvt Ltd, Maldives
COO, Luxrica Singapore 
Treasurer, MATATO

The whole world has witnessed the travel industry setback with the pandemic. 
Despite these challenging times, Maldives as a country is poised to achieve a 
groundbreaking record by the end of 2022 with tourist arrivals. I strongly 
believe that the industry and stakeholders would adhere to green initiatives 
and sustainable best practices, keeping in line with the global movement for 
tackling climate change.

veligaa.com
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LIVE NOW
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We had an 8% decrease in tourist arrivals to Maldives in August 2022 compared to 
the same month last year. This may signal a fall in tourist arrivals and pose a 
challenge in succeeding the mark. I question that we may reach 1.6 million 
tourists. With a little more effort, I expect that we can reach 1.2 million tourist 
arrivals for this year. 

Shaaz Waleed 
Vice President  
Maldives Association of Travel Agents & Tour Operators 
(MATATO)

It’s good to have reached 1 million tourists 
but reaching 1.6 million tourists can be a 
challenge due to world recession and with 
World Cup happening as well. Since, they are 
going to Qatar, why not head to the Maldives 
for a few days? And of course, we need to 
work with China to allow outbound tourism 
to Maldives.

Ahmed Zubair Adam
Managing Director 
Blue Horizon Pvt Ltd

If we try harder to reach this target, I think 
we can. 

Abdulla Nasheed (Toma) 
Managing Director 
Marselia Maldives 

Maldives is well within achieving 2022 target of 1.3 million arrivals. With the 
utmost efforts made by all associations and every individual in tourism 
industry, I won’t be surprised if Maldives surpasses the magical 1.7 million 
arrivals which was recorded back in 2019. 
 
However, a little more effort must be put in by the relevant authority to 
diversify arriving tourists to different locations within Maldives. Airlines are 
readily waiting to make maximum use of other regional international airports 
such as Gan, Maafaru and Hanimadhoo within the county. In order to 
encourage airlines to fly into these airports, plenty of domestic coverage to 
nearby atolls is required to be made available by the government.  

India is one of the biggest markets to Maldives and if you observe the Indian 
arrivals, it is mostly Male’ centric and based on the guest segmentation along 
with guest expectation, this is one of the easiest markets to diversify. 
Operating aircrafts between India and Maldives doesn’t possess any specific 
requirement to operate to smaller airports. Yet the opportunity is not 
exploited. There should be a structured plan made available. If it does, 
certainly, it would enhance smaller tourism facilities within the country as well 
as with liveaboards. Then the success story of tourism will be celebrated by 
every individual engaged in the industry! 

Fawzan Faried  
Country Manager - Maldives  
SriLankan Airlines 

Yes, I think we can 
achieve 1.6 million 

visitors by the end of 
2022.

Thoha Ali
Director of Sales
Cocoon Maldives






