
Jean-Claude Monachon
Vice-President, International Business Development, Sales & Marketing, 

Scuba Schools International (SSI) 

Martin Langenberg
Sales & Training Manager, 

Scuba Schools International (SSI) 

Pg: 04 Pg: 10 Pg: 15 Pg: 21

VOL 64 | November 2021 | www.islandchief.com Email : news@islandchief.com | Hotline : +960 7980088

Maldives Represented at the World’s 
Largest Fair, Expo 2020 Dubai

India Lifts Travel Restrictions and 
Resume Visa-Free Travel to India 
for Maldivian Nationals

Detune Band - Rising TalentsBritish Airways Resumes Direct 
Flights via Male-Heathrow Route 

DEEP HORIZONSDEEP HORIZONS

PAGE: 12



Dear Reader,

As autumn falls across the Northern Hemisphere, landscapes are transformed into a vibrant kaleidoscope of colors: 
golds, yellows, reds, oranges and browns. This makes October one of the most beautiful times of year to travel, although 
here in the Maldives, climate all year around is hot tropical weather with the lowest temperature at 27 degrees and 
hottest below 35 degrees on average – making it the perfect Sunnyside of Life…

We also witness the most awaited event of the year, the Expo 2020 - kicked off with an Uber-grand opening ceremony on 
30 September. Dubai’s Al Wasl Plaza burst with colors and came alive with music, dance, drama and some star-studded 
projections, kicking off the world’s biggest show.

The Maldives is experiencing a new wave of growth as the country’s economy makes a remarkable recovery from the 
effects of the pandemic, said the President of Maldives Ibrahim Mohamed Solih speaking at Expo 2020 during his visit to 
the Maldives pavilion on 26 October. 

Maldives, perhaps the safest place to travel in all of Asia, continually amazes visitors with the incredible underwater 
marvels, endless and expanse views of the Indian Ocean available each and every day of your stay. Though not the 
biggest of destinations, our islands present a mosaic we can proudly say is more kaleidoscopic than your other Asia 
choices.

There are almost a hundred dive training agencies in the world. Over a dozen specialize in cave diving, even more in 
technical diving. However, the market is dominated by recreational dive training agencies. Scuba Schools International 
(better known simply as SSI) has grown in leaps and bounds in Maldives over the span of the last eight years. In our 
feature article, we have Scuba Schools International (SSI) Duo: Jean-Claude Monachon, Vice-President, International 
Business Development, Sales & Marketing, and Martin Langenberg, Sales & Training Manager, Waterproof Sports 
sharing their insights to give us a better idea of what SSI is all about.

In the Bon Appetite section on page 22, we have Chef Tarique Aziz turning the recipe for Gosht (Lamb) Aur Vadi Biryani 
into a truly magical meal. Still hungry for more? Well, find the views of our industry experts on page 23 sharing their 
absolute thoughts on how Maldives can capture the Indian market as a reasonable destination for movie shoots and big 
events of the Bollywood such as IIFA and Filmfare. 

Enjoy the read!
The islandchief Team
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Hanifaru Bay
Hanifaru Bay is the highlight when it 
comes to Baa Atoll’s biodiversity, 
attracting large numbers of visitors every 
year. This tiny Bay located on the eastern 
flank of the atoll has seen some of the 
largest gatherings of manta rays 
anywhere in the world. Up to a hundred of 
these gentle giants are seen in a single 
congregation, gliding through the waters 
to feed as the tide pushes abundant 
plankton into the bay. 

Baa Atoll located in the central region of 
the atoll chain that form the Maldives is 
considered globally significant in terms of 
its biodiversity. The atoll covers an area of 
over 139,000 hectares and is situated just 
north of the Kaashidhoo channel that 
geographically separates the northern 
chain of atolls from the central chain.
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ACROSS THE SKIES

Emirates Brings Exclusive HBO 
Max Premium Content Onboard
Emirates has partnered with streaming service HBO 
Max to bring the best premium content onboard the 
airline’s award-winning ice system, ice.  

Emirates is the first airline in the region to have 
partnered with HBO Max, which is Warner Media’s 
go-to streaming destination for all of its hit movies 
and shows. HBO Max is currently available only in 
the USA and Latin America. It has been launched in 
Europe from October 26 and is available onboard 
Emirates from November 1. 

The commitment and investments to offer the best 
content and high-quality personal viewing 
experiences for customers in all classes, has led 
Emirates to win multiple awards for best inflight 
entertainment, most recently at the Skytrax World 
Airline Awards where it took home the World’s Best 
Airline for Entertainment Award for an amazing 16th 
consecutive year. 

With this latest HBO partnership, Emirates’ 
customers in all classes of travel can look forward to 
immersing themselves in exclusive HBO Max hits on 
their personal in-seat screens, including the popular 

Friends: The Reunion, shown for the 
first time on an airline; the multiple 
Emmy® Award-winning Mare of 
Easttown, A Black Lady Sketch Show, 
and more.  

Initially launching with over 160 hours 
of content from 31 shows, Emirates 
and HBO Max will gradually expand 
the content on offer.  

Onboard, Emirates’ customers can find 
and browse the latest HBO Max 
content in a dedicated folder on ice. 
Those who prefer to plan their 
entertainment choices in advance, can 
browse all ice content on the Emirates’ website, and 
create a personalized playlist on the Emirates app, 
which can be synced with the ice system to 
immediately begin their movie or TV binge the 
moment they board the aircraft.  

With over 4,500 channels of on-demand movies, 
music, TV shows, box sets, documentaries and more 
to choose from, Emirates’ ice continues to lead the 

industry in terms of quality and variety of content.  

Catering to its truly global clientele, Emirates’ ice 
features content in over 40 languages. From indie 
films to global blockbusters, the unmatched 
selection is curated and procured from over 50 
countries. Most movies and TV shows also offer 
subtitles and closed caption options, making the 
content accessible to an even wider audience.
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ACROSS THE SKIES

British Airways Resumes Direct 
Flights via Male-Heathrow Route 

British Airways has recommenced direct flights 
between Malé, Velana International Airport (VIA) 
and Heathrow Airport, London.
  

Gulf Air Announces Increase in Flight Services to 
Maldives Starting October 31
Gulf Air, the national carrier of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain has announced increase in services to the 
Maldives. The airline commences daily services 
starting from October 31, 2021.  

Gulf Air initially resumed its scheduled services to 
Maldives on August 15 as the route had been 
immensely popular amongst travelers from Bahrain, 
the GCC and Europe.  

Gulf Air began the summer season with flights to 
80% of its pre-pandemic network and it continued 
to resume operations and restore services to cities 
of its original 2019 destination network. The airline 
operates all its flights by 100% vaccinated crew 
including pilots and flight attendants since May 2021 
following an internal vaccination campaign for its 
operating crew and front-line staff that began in 
December 2020.  

Lot Polish Airlines has launched operation of charter 
flights between Prague, Czech Republic and Maldives 
starting October 27, 2021. 

The airline initially commenced charter operations 
to the Maldives in February 2021 from Poland, 
carrying total 250 passengers.  

According to Sun Ocean Maldives, the local travel 
agency to arrange the flights, it is expected to bring 
in over 1150 Polish tourists to the Maldives every 
week. 

LOT Polish Airlines, legally incorporated as Polski 
Linie Lotnicze LOT S.A, is the flag carrier of Poland. 
Based in Warsaw and established on 29 December 
1928, LOT Polish Airlines is one of the world’s oldest 
airlines in operation. The launch of charter flights 
between Prague and Maldives will see an increase in 
arrivals from the region. 

The airline resumes operation not long after the 
tropical destination was removed from the UK Red 
List. Announced on September 22, Maldives was 

taken off the list along with 7 other countries as 
they were deemed to be less risky to travel to. With 
eased travel for UK citizens, they will no longer be 
required to take COVID test or quarantine as they 
return back home. 

With the reopened route from London, the traffic of 
British travelers to the islands of the Maldives has 
increased from mid October onwards.

The UK has remained a top market to Maldives since 
the country’s borders reopened and has not 
descended from top 10 markets to Maldives during 
this year, 2021.  

Customers can book their flight tickets to London 
with the GSA for British Airways in the Maldives, 
Voyages Maldives. 

Moreover, Gulf Air offers complimentary COVID-19 
travel insurance coverage to all ticket holders 
including health and quarantine expenses in the 
unexpected circumstances of being diagnosed with 

LOT Polish Airlines Launches Charter 
Flights from Prague

or contracting COVID-19 during passengers’ journeys. 

Customers are informed to plan and book their 
tickets via its mobile app or by visiting gulfair.com.
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Niyama Private Islands Maldives Launches Surf Week 
2021 with Professional Surfer, Shaper and Photographer

Niyama Private Islands, the only luxury resort in the 
Maldives with its own wave breaking onto the shore, 
announced to host its 2021 Surf Week from 1 to 7 
November, where guests can receive surf coaching 
from two times world surf air show champion Josh 
Kerr and have a personalised surfboard designed by 
award winning and innovative shaper Matt Parker of 
Album Surfboards. Renowned professional surf 
photographer, Erick Proost will also be there to 
capture action images of the guests riding the 
waves. 

Niyama Private Islands Resort has two islands – Play 
and Chill, which are connected by a bridge. Vodi 
wave is just off the shore of Play Island and is a 
powerful and sometimes hollow left hander. Off to 
the west and five minutes away by speedboat, 
Kasabu is a rippable and hollow right hander.  There 
are also a number of other surf spots in and around 
the Dhaalu Atoll that can be easily reached by 
speedboat or seaplane. 

Former Australian pro surfer Josh Kerr has also been 
Todo Santos Big Wave Champion and a ten times top 
ten finisher in the WSL championship tour.  Now 

retired, Josh enjoys surfing the alternative and 
progressive surfboards of Album surfboards by Matt 
Parker.  During Surf Week, Josh will conduct daily 
surf clinics as well as two one-to-one coaching 
sessions with each guest.   

Matt Parker was the 2021 Electric Acid Surfboard 
test winner with surfer Coco Ho.  Based in 
California, he has been shaping one of a kind, 
innovative surfboards since 2001 for riders such as 
Asher Pacey.  Matt will analyse guests’ surfing style 
and technique in order to recommend a board 
design and will then have a one to one consultation 
with each guest to finalise the design.  The 
personalised Album surfboard will be shipped to 
the guest’s home within 14 to 16 weeks.

Erick is a cinematographer and photographer 
specialised in surfing and water shots, having 
worked with world champions and professional 
surfers including Gabriel Medina and Adriana De 
Souza, and with several of his surf movies receiving 
recognition at international film festivals. His 
passion in photography highlights the beauty of 
surfing blended with the ocean and nature. He will 

swim in the ocean at Vodi or out on boats to other 
surf breaks taking pictures of guests riding the waves.  
They will leave with a professional video and photos 
as mementoes of their surfing week. 

After a day’s surfing, guests can hang out with Josh, 
Matt, Erick and other surfers at the Surf Shack with its 
laid-back bar, tomato-red food truck, bean bags and 
swings to relax on, and a reggae music soundtrack.  
The perfect spot for sundowners, the Surf Shack 
serves rum cocktails and gourmet snack food, such as 
tacos, burritos, poached prawns, chorizo hotdogs and 
truffle fries with churros to wrap up. 

Prices for the six night Surf Week start from USD 8,655 
for a solo surfer package in a beach villa and include:  
Half board, welcome and farewell dinners with Josh 
Kerr, Matt Parker and the group, a private boat for surf 
excursions, unlimited surfing at Vodi with the surf 
celebrities, two private coaching sessions with Josh 
Kerr, one design consultation with Matt Parker, a 
personalised Album surfboard (excluding shipping, 
customs and taxes) and a professional photography 
and video package by Erick Proost. Guests will also 
receive a free annual subscription to STOMP 
SESSIONS, Josh Kerr’s signature platform for 
personalised surf coaching. 

Niyama Private Islands offers a collection of 134 villas, 
suites and pavilions, dotting along the beaches of 
both islands and extending out over the lagoon. The 
laid-back resort offers an abundance of space and 
privacy and a multitude of experiences tailored to 
adventurous honeymooners, active couples and 
style-savvy families.  

With the authorisation in late 2020 of nearby Dhaalu 
Airport to handle direct private jet arrivals and 
departures to and from the archipelago, the journey to 
Niyama has become the swiftest arrival experience in 
the country, taking just seven minutes by speedboat. 
Alternatively, guests can take a 40-minute shared 
seaplane flight from Velana International Airport or a 
30-minute domestic flight to Dhaalu Airport.
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IN A NUTSHELL

The Nautilus Maldives Invites Guests to Celebrate the 
Holiday Season with Uniquely Curated Festive Events 
and Magical Experiences
Celebrate the most wonderful time of 
the year with a selection of truly 
imaginative, fun-filled and meaningful 
ways to create lasting memories and 
magical holiday moments with your 
loved ones at the ultra-luxurious 
bohemian hideaway nestled in the 
UNESCO biosphere reserve of Maldives’ 
renowned Baa Atoll, The Nautilus.

Especially in these challenging times, 
celebrating the holidays with friends 
and family feels extra precious and The 
Nautilus is an idyllic canvas on which 
guests can paint meaningful memories 
together and truly savour the season.   

At The Nautilus, there are no clocks, no 
deadlines, no closing times – only a 
dreamy array of possibilities in a safe 
and joyful environment that lets guests 
relax, recharge and reconnect for the 
holidays. The Nautilus’ team of House 
Masters are dedicated to ensuring 
utterly bespoke, memory-of a-lifetime 
holiday experiences for young and old 
alike and have curated a dazzling array 
of options from which to choose.  

Younger Nautilus guests can expect to 
be spoilt for choice with their own 
activities including an Elf Zumba dance 
party, Mocktail Competition and a 
beachside Christmas Crab Race where 
island crabs compete at an impressive 
pace. There are also a number of 
treasure and scavenger hunts including 

the Candy Cane Chase, New Year’s and 
Christmas Day Scavenger Hunts, 
Chocolate Hunt, and a Pirate’s Treasure 
Hunt. Festive crafting opportunities for 
Young Wonderers abound with 
Santa-hat making, coconut painting, 
letters for Santa, a pastry workshop, and 
more. For movie time at the beach, there 
are special showings of holiday favorites 
such as A Christmas Carol and The 
Grinch. There are simply too many 
exciting things to do and experience, 
and there is too little time.  

The more mature – and the young at 
heart – can look forward to a world of 
relaxation with holistic body and mind 
healing treatments focusing on 
relaxation and stress relief. Retreat to 
the blissful cocoon of the Solasta Spa 
and renew yourself, mind, body and 
soul. Throughout the holidays, Solasta  
spa invites guests to decompress with 
morning and evening yoga, meditation 
sessions or an Immunity Boost at 
Naiboli.   

Festive gourmet delights prepared by 
the award-winning culinary team await 
guests with such fabulous gastronomic 
indulgences as a Spice Soirée, a 
colourful cornucopia of international 
flavours and textures from around the 
world; and a Journey of the Senses, a 
special holiday menu with blind wine 
tasting at Mediterranean restaurant, 
Zeytoun. Feast under the ever-changing 

colours of the Maldivian skies – either 
aboard one of The Nautilus’ luxury 
yachts, on a sandbank, on a pod 
overlooking the lagoon, or in the privacy 
and comfort of your island home away 
from home. Culinary activities include 
Maldivian Cooking and Gelato-making 
classes, Tropical Concoctions 
Masterclass, wine and spirit tastings, and 
the ultimate holiday indulgence: a visit 
to the curated Chocolate Room replete 
with cocoa delights handmade by The 
Nautilus’ patissiers. 

Tropical adventures range from 
adrenaline pumping to mind enhancing 
including a High-Speed  Seabob Safari, 
Ocean Discovery Camp, Deep Sea 
Fishing, Stand-Up Paddle Boarding 
Competition, Maldivian Language 
Lessons and Full Moon Crystal Singing 
Bowl sessions. Dive into the turquoise 

waters of Hanifaru Bay, a UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserve, to dance among 
majestic manta rays and other 
incredible marine life in this rich 
underwater world.  

During this festive season, 
accommodation prices start at USD 
2,825 before taxes, from December 15, 
2021, to January 10, 2022.   

Guests who are still looking for a gift to 
remember can choose from The Nautilus 
Gift Cards ranging from a Castaway 
Utopia sandbank experience where 
recipients dine on their very own stretch 
of pristine white beach to a Solasta Spa 
journey or by enabling the recipients to 
select their own favorite Nautilus 
experience. Gift cards can be purchased 
online at The Nautilus Gifting.

Say “I Do” in Paradise: LUX* South Ari Atoll Resort & 
Villas Launches the Zero Waste Weddings

LUX* South Ari Atoll Resort & Villas has 
announced its latest sustainability 
initiative — The Zero Waste Weddings. 
Part of the recently launched wedding 
catalogue — Say “I Do” in Paradise — it’s 
everything and more guests can dream 
of at no additional cost. Ensuring the 
co-existence of low- impact destination 
weddings and luxury, the wedding 
catalogue features three fresh themes — 
Wander- lust, Boho and Tropical 
Paradise, while highlighting chic 
sustainable hallmarks as part of its 
fabric. 

Emphasizing on sustainable travel as the 
need-of-the-hour, Patrice Aira, General 
Manager of LUX* South Ari Atoll said, 
“We have always been a strong advocate 
of sustainable tourism — be it 
implementing the largest floating solar 

panels in the region or introducing 
healthy vegan and vegetarian culinary 
options across our menus, to now 
introducing The Zero Waste Weddings. 
Weddings in the Maldives are special in 
their own way, and we are proud to 
deliver dreamlike experiences, without 
compromising on expectations, while 
still taking care of the environment and 
giving back to the community.”   

The catalogue has special ‘Hers’ and ‘His’ 
offerings so guests can make the most of 
this magical experience. Indulge in fun 
activities like crafting personalized foot 
jewels with natural materials, bonding 
lunch on a sandbank, make a secret wish 
at the Tree of Wishes, sunset fishing, 
picnic lunch and much more for the 
picture-perfect pre-wedding 
celebrations.   

From tropical flowers for the decoration 
to live streaming for friends and family 
around the world, sumptuous 
summertime feast to an enchanting 
candlelit winter reception, fresh bridal 
bouquet and groom’s boutonniere with 
dry colored flower to a special spa day, 
saxophone symphony to traditional 
Boduberu performance, LUX* South Ari 
got it all covered.   

By purchasing a wedding package at LUX* 
South Ari Atoll, future brides- and 
grooms-to-be will be funding the 
education of a child at one of the local 
children’s shelter - Kudakudhinge Hiya in 
Villingili— guests can also choose to 
volunteer at a local elementary school or 
children’s shelter, adopt a coral or 
participate in ocean clean-up as part of 
the sustainable experience.  
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Dusit Thani Maldives Opens Sustainable Chef’s Garden 
Emphasizing Locally Grown, Fresh Produce

Dusit Thani Maldives, a luxury resort on 
Mudhdhoo Island in Baa Atoll, has 
further committed to its CSR and 
sustainable pledges by opening a 
carefully constructed Chef’s Garden 
growing a bounty of fresh ingredients 
for its award-winning restaurants.  

Designed and built by gardener 
Ramesh Khadka alongside Executive 
Chef Richard Thompson, the raised-bed 
construction was selected for its many 
advantages over a ground- based 

garden, including the need for 
approximately 50% less soil.  

The beds are built from styrofoam 
boxes, which retain moisture and 
enable gardeners to reduce watering by 
up to 60%. The elevated height of the 
beds prevents local trees from 
inserting feeler shoots and hijacking 
nutrients from the budding produce, 
the variety of which can be expanded 
with a quick turnaround after each 
harvest.  

The garden ensures Chef Thompson will 
have direct access to nutritious fresh 
ingredients such as tomatoes, corn, 
peppers, Chinese cabbage, aubergine, pak 
choi and cucumber; a plethora of herbs 
like rosemary, Greek oregano, coriander 
and mint; and flavourful additions 
including Thai chillies, local chillies and 
lemongrass, which will take a starring role 
in the Royal Thai cuisine at Benjarong 
restaurant.  

Besides the garden, a high production 
hydroponics system features 218 cups for 
growing leafy vegetables and requires 
only 500 litres of water every eight weeks. 
Chef Thompson was inspired to work with 
the engineering team to build the beds 
and even craft the hydroponic cups.  

“I’m so excited for all our guests to have 
the chance to visit and personally see our 
beautiful garden,” he said. “We’re also in 
the process of setting up a deep culture 
system to maximise our limited space 
and grow even larger varieties of 
vegetables.”  

On October 16, guests and visitors had the 
opportunity to explore the garden when 
the resort celebrated World Food Day. 
Participants were invited to learn more 
about the produce, the hydroponic 
structure, how it functions, and the 
reasons behind its construction. With 
guidance from Chef Thomspon, there also 
had the opportunity to harvest fresh 
leaves and vegetables and take part in a 
tasting of homemade bruschetta.  

General Manager Thomas Weber 
expressed his excitement about the 
project: “I’m thrilled to see the success of 
the garden and can’t wait for our guests to 
enjoy this experience and the many other 
CSR activities we offer.”  
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The Ritz-Carlton Maldives, Fari Islands 
has announced the appointment of 
Ibrahim Waheed “Waddey” to the 
position of Assistant Director of Food 
& Beverage.  

Waddey comes from a very humble 
background, starting off as a Room 
Boy in 2002 and moving to the Food 
and Beverage Department the 
following year as a Waiter. He joined W 
Maldives in 2007, which then saw the 
growth of his career within Food and 
Beverage. 

He was awarded numerous 
promotions; Team Leader, Assistant 
Venue Manager and most recently as 
Food and Beverage Manager 
overseeing all restaurants.

MOVERS & SHAKERS 

Siyam World Appoints Mohammed Shihab as Director of 
Sales and Marketing

Siyam World, Maldives, swanks a new 
addition to its pre-opening business 
development team and has appointed 
Mohammed Shihab as Director of 
Sales & Marketing. Siyam World 
opened on October 28, 2021 and is 
promised to be one of the most 
unique resorts in Maldives with an 
array of new and innovative 
experiences and adventures creating a 

well sought after five-star 24-hour 
premium all-inclusive product like no 
other. 

Based on property and leading the 
sales team at Siyam World through a 
successful opening, Shihab will also be 
responsible for creating and 
overseeing global relationships with 
key partners as well as develop sales 
growth strategies and actions 
necessary to achieve the annual goals 
of the resort. 

Born and raised in India but proudly 
half-Maldivian, Shihab fluently speaks 
Hindi, English & Dhivehi and brings 
more than 11 years of sales 
experiences with him from the Hotel 
Industry. Having a Masters Degree in 
Business Administration from 
Bangalore, India and a passion for the 
hospitality industry, he is passionate 
about driving a business and 
successfully close a good sales deal. As 
his name means “shooting star”, he 
never fails to aim high and reach new 
goals. The team at Siyam World 
expresses confidence that with 
Shihab’s impressive professional 
experience and his “can do” attitude, 

the resort will be able to reach its 
targeted achievements and definitely 
make a splash in the industry. 

Shihab has been efficient in the hotel 
industry since September 2011, 
starting his career as Sales & 
Marketing Supervisor at Meeru Island 
Resort and Spa, Maldives. He then 
took on a new challenge in the MICE 
sector, in September 2015, when he 
joined Westin Langkawi Resort and 
Spa as Senior Catering & Conventions 
Manager. He also held the position of 
Director of Catering & Conventions for 
a span of 3 years at the same property. 
In 2019, he joined The Standard, 
Huruvalhi Maldives and Sun Siyam 
Olhuveli Maldives as Assistant Director 
of Sales and Marketing before taking 
on Siyam World as his new project and 
to be part of an exciting pre-opening 
team.  

Siyam World - a quirky 5-star, WOW! 24 
hrs Premium All-inclusive island 
getaway that crosses cultures and 
borders and offers guests an endless 
array of ‘never-seen-before’ 
experiences to enjoy, including 
unlimited access to the Maldives’ 

biggest floating water park. The natural 
54-hectare island resort boasts an 
enticing variety of 21 accommodation 
categories from 1–6-bedroom villas and 
residences, ranging from 89 to 3,000 
square metres; from lush Pool Beach 
Villas or expansive Beach Suites to the 
playful Over-Water Villas – complete 
with irresistible water slides. 

In addition to its quirky repertoire, 
Siyam World also features an exclusive 
enclave called The Beach House 
Collection, boasting breath-taking and 
spacious Beach Residences, a stunning 
Grand Water Pavilion and the 
magnificent Palace. All accommodation 
types overlook the pristine Maldivian 
waters, come with direct access to the 
ocean and feature generously 
proportioned indoor and outdoor living 
spaces with private pools.  

Siyam World, Maldives is located in the 
popular Noonu Atoll, a mere 40 
minutes’ direct seaplane ride from 
Velana International Airport, and also 
accessible via a 30-minute domestic 
flight to Maafaru Airport followed by a 
10-minute speedboat trip.

Waddey also had international 
exposure at W Bangkok as Team Leader 
and a Task Force opportunity as Food 
and Beverage Manager at Renaissance 
Kuala Lumpur. Waddey is known to 
spend his leisure time playing football, 
reading and driving.

The Ritz-Carlton Maldives, 
Fari Islands Appoints 
Ibrahim Waheed as 
Assistant Director of Food 
& Beverage

Ismail Shareef has been 
appointed as the General 
Manager of Al Shaali Marine 
Maldives. 

In 2011, Ismail Shareef joined 
Al Shaali Marine Maldives as 
the Service Delivery Manager. 
Later, he was promoted to 
Operations Manager and now 
sits at the General Manager 
seat. Over the years with Al 
Shaali Marine Maldives, Ismail 
Shareef has played a key role 
in supporting the company to 
deliver long-term success. 
 
One of the leading boat builders in the 
Maldives, Al Shaali Marine Maldives is 
a joint venture between the renowned 
Al Shaali Marine of UAE and Coastline 
Investments.    

Al Shaali Marine Maldives 
Appoints Ismail Shareef as 
General Manager

Al Shaali offers a range of dhonis, 
speedboats and dinghies designed to 
suit customer requirements. Al Shaali 
also provides services such as boat 
design and manufacturing, haulage, 
repair and refurbishment, fabricating 
& welding works, engine servicing and 
rebuilding as well as complete boat 
fit-out. 
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MOVERS & SHAKERS 

Manuel Llamas Velasco Appointed Acting Director of 
Food & Beverage at Raffles Maldives Meradhoo
Raffles Maldives Meradhoo has introduced its new 
acting Director of Food and Beverage, Manual 
Llamas Velasco. Hailing from the Northern hills of 
Madrid, Spain. Manuel brings both passion and a 
world of gastronomical innovations to Raffles 
Maldives Meradhoo. 

His journey into F&B started way back when he was 
just a child, growing up in the hills of Rascafria 
close to Madrid at his family restaurant. His love for 
food, travel and wine began from home, thanks to 
his rich and diverse family background. When asked 
about his venture into the hospitality sector, he 
smiled and said that, though he started a bachelors 
in business he later dropped out and ended up in 
hotel school, since he spent most of his time in the 
campus cafeteria and its operations. And that’s 
when his global career that started in Spain, 
spanned to over 8 countries before he reached the 
shores of Raffles Maldives Meradhoo who now 

curates bespoke, legendary experiences for its 
guests. 

Manuel is a professional Sommelier and a 
sought-after F&B veteran, especially at Accor. He is 
one of those Heartist who shares an incredible zeal 
towards guest passion and delivering impeccable 
service. He believes in strong team work and takes 
pride is learning from his staff, while sharing his 
vast experience with them. Manuel leads the three 
main restaurants, Thari, Yuzu and the Fire Pit and 
the two signature bars, the famed Long Bar and the 
Yapa Bar here at Raffles Maldives Meradhoo.  

His goal in life is to one day retire running his own 
boutique hotel with his beloved wife, who is also a 
hotelier, in the southern hills of Spain basking in 
the beautiful Mediterranean sunsets, that’s both 
picture perfect and nostalgic at the same time. 
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RISING TALENTS

DETUNE BAND 
Detune band has been captivating audiences in the 
Maldives for over a decade, evolving over the years 
to bring the most trendy songs to the dance floor.
 
There is a reason why they are the most sought after 
event and party band in the Maldives; their 
consistency! 

All five members are polished performers and 
masters of their instruments, certified by the 
Berkeley college of Music USA. 

Fronted by Fezu and Fuji, their vocals set the tone 
and steer the performance while Faathi's guitar 
solos intoxicate the audience letting Ayya's bass 
grove into Ammady's fresh drum beats. 

Their trendsetting ability can be heard in the hits 
they produced for their first ever album ‘ONE DOWN’ 
and the subsequent hits that followed. 

Faathi Hassan Fathih 
LEAD GUITARIST / HARMONY VOCALIST 
Faathi began his professional musical career in the 
year 2000. He is the band’s lead guitarist and his 
creativity and unique ideas always deliver the most 
inspiring musical guitar solos and fills. 

Ammadey Ahmed Asif 
DRUMMER / HARMONY VOCALIST AND 
PERCUSSIONIST 
Ammadey is the band’s drummer, heartbeat of the 
band. He started his professional career in the year 
1999 and is one of the most expressive and 
authentic drummers the country has seen in this 
industry. 

Fezu Fathimath Fezleen 
SINGER / SONG WRITER / GUITARIST 
Fezu is the female Vocalist and Acoustic Rhythm 
Guitarist of the band and a multi-talented artist 
with a lot of experience in the world of music. As a 
career, she started performing in the year 2003 and 
has proved to be a role model to many of the 

Detune Band
female Maldivian youth. She is well-known for her 
caring and friendly personality which is often 
portrayed in her songwriting and lyrics. 

Ayya Ali Shafiu 
BASS GUITARIST / HARMONY VOCALIST 
Ayya is the band’s bass guitarist, is a musical 
scientist keen on experimenting with new sounds 
and many more. He started his professional career 
in the year 2000. His wonderful grooves make the 
audience get on their feet every time we’re on stage. 
 

Fuji Ahmed Furqan 
LEAD SINGER / SONG WRITER / KEYBOARDIST 
Fuji, the band’s vocalist is also the youngest member 
of Detune’s family, but being the youngest hasn’t 
stopped him from proving his creativity. His 
well-written lyrics are the key to the band’s most 
well-composed songs. He started his professional 
career in the year 2005. 

PERFORMANCE & DISCOGRAPHY 
Brand Ambassadors of Dhiraagu 

Kandima Maldives Pre-opening 

Ambassadors of ‘Mamen’ Mobile Plan Application 

(Dhiraagu) 

Mihaaru Sports Award Show 2018 

Velaa Private Island Pre-opening 

‘Music for a Cause’ Show in Male’ in collaboration 

with JCI Maldives & Care Society 

Peter Bence Live in Maldives Show 

New Year’s Eve in The Sun Siyam Iru Fushi Maldives 

‘One Down’ Music Album Released 

‘Peace Is Possible’ Video Song Released in 

Collaboration with JCI Maldives 

Resident Band since 2006 ( Baros Maldives ) 

Resident Band since 2006 ( One & Only Reethi Rah ) 

Presented in Association with :
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Source: Maldives Tourism Updates 27th October 2021 / Ministry of Tourism

Tourist Arrivals
From 1st January 2021 to 27th October 2021, a total of 992,196 tourists arrived 
in the Maldives. The top five markets during this period were India, Russia, 
Germany, U.S.A and Saudi Arabia

Results issued after lab receives the sample:
within 6 - 12 hrs & 12 - 24 hrs 

Special rates for Resorts & Guesthouses 

Top 10 Markets 2019 
end December 2019

ArrivalsMarket

284,029 16.7 01

166,030 9.7 02

Germany

Italy  136,343 8.0 03

United Kingdom

 54,474 3.2 08

Japan

59,738 3.5 07

Australia

44,251 2.6 09

France

39,928 2.3 10

Russia

131,561 7.7 04

05

Share (%) Rank

U.S.A

126,199 7.4

83,369 4.9 06

China

India

Top 10 Markets 2020
end December 2020

ArrivalsMarket

62,960 11.3 01

61,387 11.1 02

Italy

United Kingdom  52,720 9.5 03

Germany

 19,759 3.6 08

Switzerland

28,031 5.0 07

Ukraine

12,517 2.3 09

France

10,343 1.9 10

China

46,690 8.4 04

05

Share (%) Rank

U.S.A

36,435 6.6

34,245 6.2 06

India

Russia

Top 10 Markets 2021 
As of  27th October 2021

ArrivalsMarket

 226,077 22.8 01

 185,475 18.7 02

Ukraine

 67,509 6.8 03Germany

 29,224 2.9 08

France

Spain  29,569 3.0 07

 19,238 1.9 09

Saudi Arabia

 18,864 1.9 10

U.S.A  40,332 4.1 04

05

Share (%) Rank

Kazakhstan

 33,060 3.3

 29,908 3.0 06

Russia

India

United Kingdom
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EVENTS & AWARDS

Official Signing Ceremony of Maldives Living Expo 2021

Official signing ceremony of Maldives Living Expo 
2021 was held at H78, Hulhumale’ with the key 
sponsors and partners, making its much-awaited 
return this year as a physical event. Highrise Pvt Ltd 
proudly revealed that the event will be held at 
Hulhumalé Central Park from 18-20 November 2021 
as a 3 days event. As we are slowly recovering from 
the pandemic, this is going to be the first physical 
event held at Hulhumalé Central Park as an 
exhibition targeted for a key market. Event will be 
held following the precautionary measures from 
HPA and relevant authorities. 

Maldives Living Expo 2021 is endorsed by the 
Ministry of National Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure and Housing Development 
Corporation Ltd (HDC). Honorable Minister of State 
for National Planning, Housing and Infrastructure, 
Mohamed Ali, Mr. Shuhail Ahmed, Managing Director 
of Housing Development Corporation (HDC), valued 
partners, exhibitors and media attended the event. 
Partnership signing with the key sponsors were 
inked by Mohamed Shamin, Director of Operations 
and Mariyam Maaisha, Director Sales & Marketing 
from Highrise Pvt Ltd.  

Below are the key sponsors and partners of the 9th 
Edition of Maldives Living Expo:  
 Platinum Sponsor: MM Exports Pvt Ltd 
 Co-Sponsor: Sandal Mauritius  
 Supporting partners:  
 Ministry of National Planning, Housing and 

Infrastructure (MNPHI) 
 Housing Development Corporation Ltd (HDC) 
 Epic Shelter 
 Insurance Partner: Allied Insurance Company of 

the Maldives 
 Printing partner: Print Lab 
 Catering Partner: Skyfall 
 Beverage Partner: Male' Aerated Water Company 

(MAWC) / Coca Cola 
 Photography & Videography Partner: 
 Half Court Maldives 
 Security Partner:  Absolute Security & Advance 

Protection (ASAP) 

 Online Media Partners: One Online, Adhadhu, 
Avas, Vaguthu, Haftha 

After the official signing ceremony, a media press 
conference was held with the following partners: 
 Mr. Shuhail Ahmed, Managing Director, Housing 

Development Corporation (HDC) 
 Mr. Ramesh Kumar Mutha, Managing Director of 

MM Export 
 Mr. Salil Kumar, Director, Assotech Realty Pvt Ltd   
 Mr. Ibrahim Firushan, General Manager, Allied 

Insurance Company of the Maldives 
 Mr. Mohamed Shaamin, Director of Operations, 

Highrise Pvt Ltd   
 Ms. Mariyam Maaisha, Director of Sales & 

Marketing, Highrise Pvt Ltd 

Maldives Living Expo has been successfully held 
since 2013 and celebrates its 9th edition this year, 
with its further expansion with major regional 
condominiums living and life style, services and 
businesses. 2021 Edition of Maldives Living Expo will 
showcase different options from utmost luxury to 
affordable home and living lifestyle available in the 
heart of smart city with the supporting and 
facilitating partners of Maldives in one platform. 
Hulhumalé - is the very first, meticulously planned 
smart city that offers a refreshing and a superior 
living alternative to the citizens of Maldives; with 
wide roads, abundant greens and congestion free 
life. 

Maldives Living Expo is an event organized and 
managed by one of the leading event management, 
publication and PR companies in the Maldives - 
Highrise Pvt Ltd. And in the past 8 years, this is the 
ONLY Real Estate, Home and Living Lifestyle event 
held in the Maldives annually. It is one of the best 
platforms, where the general public and potential 
investors can get key information in one platform 
on different Real Estate projects, Interior, Exterior, 
Financing options. We connect the key businesses 
with the right investors by reaching their target 
audience and arrange B2B & B2C meetings in 3 days. 

About the key sponsors and supporting partners:

Housing Development Corporation Ltd (HDC)
Housing Development Corporation Ltd. (HDC) is a 
100% state owned enterprise formed by a 
presidential decree, initially established in 2001.HDC 
undertakes and manages the overall planning and 
building of the reclaimed city of Hulhumalé – the 
Maldives’ biggest and most ambitious urban 
development project. Currently working towards 
creating Hulhumalé to become the nation’s first 
sustainable city, the corporation undertakes 
projects of hospitality, industrial, recreational, 
commercial and residential in nature, while 
introducing new opportunities on a scale previously 
never seen before in the country. 

Mohan Mutha Exports Pvt Ltd (MM Exports)
Mohan Mutha Exports Pvt Ltd. is an unparalleled 
exports firm, based in Chennai, India which is also 
entrenched across other parts of the world. 
Founded by Shri Mohanlal Mutha in 1957, they are 
one of the leading export companies in India. They 
are consistently delivering international quality 
products to their customers. Not just that, they are 
stationed across the globe, with their offices in 
world’s giant trading citadels including Maldives and 
Singapore. 

Sandal Mauritus
ASSOTECH REALTY, is one of the India’s well-known 
developers for its iconic projects in housing, offices, 
retail and hospitality developments. Even with the 
key challenges, this year they have proudly held the 
“Grand Foundation Laying Ceremony of One Central 
Park at Hulhumale’ with one of the leading 
contractors of Maldives - RASHEED CARPENTRY AND 
CONSTRUCTION PVT LTD (RCC) as the partnered 
contractor. SANDAL MAURITIUS, a special branch of 
Assotech Realty Pvt is one of the finest developers 
in National Capital of India in terms of Quality and 
Timely delivery.  They have more exciting projects 
for the local Maldivian community and businesses. 
They are showcasing our luxury category 3 
bedrooms condominium project named as ‘Solitaire’ 
which is situated on most prime location of 
Hulhumalé on Fitron Magu, which will be launched 
next month. 

Medtech 
Medtech Maldives Pvt Ltd. is a company specialized 
in selling and distribution of medical equipment, 
consumables, laboratory reagents and products 
related to the medical field.  

Epic Shelter
Epic Shelter is a product of LUXE Investment 
founded with a passionate spirit and drive to 
provide affordable luxury services and products and 
enhance the lifestyle of Maldivians. Their main goal 
is to make luxury affordable for everyone. Be it 
Travel, Lifestyle or Home remodelling. Undoubtedly 
it is a dream of every Maldivian to turn their house 
into a luxury living space. Epic Shelter have a young 
energetic team to make your dream a reality.  
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Maldives Represented at the World’s Largest Fair, 
Expo 2020 Dubai

Fushifaru Maldives Wins 3 World Luxury Awards as it 
Celebrates 4 Year Anniversary
Fushifaru Maldives has celebrated its fourth 
anniversary on October 24, 2021.  

The exquisite island of Fushifaru, a home to an 
extraordinary landscape above and below the 
waterline, officially opened its doors to guests four 
years ago, with the aspiration of delivering a new 
vision of Maldivian chic to one of the country’s most 
vibrant atoll destinations.  

To commemorate this momentous occasion, the 
tropical getaway island for discerning travellers 
curated 5 days of extraordinary celebrations 
(starting from October 20) including spa and culinary 
offerings comprising of Full Moon Barbecue Dinner, a 
series of sports activities, and a very exciting local 
exhibition showcasing Maldivian cultural aspects 
such as live artistic mastery; lacquer work.  

The grand event commenced with a lavish sunset 
cocktail reception followed by Gala Dinner where the 
guests were treated to an elegant display of 
international culinary experiences. The evening 
concluded with a Pool Party with DJ along with 
surprise lucky draws for in-house guests with some 
very exciting prizes.  

To extend the celebrations of their 4th birthday, 
Fushifaru Maldives also offers a deal like no other – 
“Fantastic 4 offer” which includes 40% discount on 
room and seaplane transfer whilst children get to 
stay and eat free for bookings made until October 31, 
2021! This is the ideal chance for travellers seeking 
an escape from everyday life to reconnect and 
indulge in experiences that will create memories to 
last a lifetime.  

Fushifaru Maldives continuously strives to improve 
both their services and facilities by adding extra 
features and providing exceptional hospitality. One 
such remarkable achievement is the revamping of its 
culinary offering through embellished dining 
experiences, amplified variety of international dishes 
and exclusive fine-dining menu items and premium 
ingredients.  

Since the launch in 2017, Fushifaru Maldives has 
managed to consistently earn top recognitions from 
different influential entities, including World Luxury 
Awards, Haute Grandeur Global Awards and World 
Travel Awards.  

The latest addition to their extensive list of 
accolades is World Luxury Awards 2021, in three 
categories. A prestigious, globally trusted awards 
program, The World Luxury Hotel Awards has 
announced Fushifaru Maldives as the Luxury Eco 
Resort winner in the Indian ocean category. This is a 
testament to the resort’s commitment to excellence 
towards a sustainable future. The resort pledges to 
continue its commitment to delivering the best 
practices of environmental sustainability.  

At Fushifaru Maldives, single-use plastics are 
eliminated on the island, flowers, herbs & vegetables 
are planted by their team of Chefs & gardeners for 
use in the restaurants and they rely on earth-friendly 
amenities such as smart lighting throughout the 
resort grounds. One of the service mindsets of 
Fushifaru Maldives is ‘GreenFushi’, which is a way of 
life at Fushifaru Island, adopted to offer immense 
respect to the environment and its bountiful 
resources that make up this island a home for many.  

The multi award winning Heylhi Spa was crowned as 
the Global winner in Luxury Beach Resort Spa 
category. Nestled in natural lush greenery at the 
shoreline, locally known as Heylhi, Heylhi Spa is the 
ultimate spot to reconnect one’s mind, body and soul 
through specially designed spa treatments to help 
relax, de-stress and re-energize.  

Additionally, Fushifaru’s fine-dining restaurant, 
Raakani, was awarded as the Global winner in Luxury 
Beachside Restaurant category. Raakani, named after 
the Spider Conch Shell, exudes elegance and 
exquisite ‘surf and turf’ cuisine and interactive 
Teppanyaki dining experience in an ultimate beach 
setting with the subtle use of local materials such as 
palm-thatched dining platforms with panoramic 
views of the crystal-clear seas.  

As a luxurious boutique resort, Fushifaru’s 
exceptional service, unique guest experience and 
outstanding hospitality have only been highlighted 
through these awards, providing Fushifaru Maldives 
the status as a leading beach resort in the Indian 
Ocean.  

carrying out a visibility campaign at Dubai Mall. This 
month-long campaign, launched on October 1, 2021 
will showcase the destination on 384 screens in the 
mall. The video aims to attract visitors to the 
Maldives pavilion at the Expo, advertise the “Win 100 
days of Free Holidays in the Maldives” raffle to be 
taken during each week of the event for six months, 
and promote the destination.

Through the participation in Expo 2020, affluent 
residents from the Middle East and delegates visiting 
the Expo from other countries are targeted, to 
promote the destination. During the six months, aim 
to promote different aspects of the destination, 
conduct trade and business which can result in 
increased foreign direct investment. Through the 
pavilion at Expo 2020, Maldives will aim to showcase 
its unique natural environment and the country's 
unmatched natural beauty that is enjoyed by both 
locals and visitors. This activity is conducted as part 
of Visit Maldives’ strategies for the Middle Eastern 
market.

Maldives pavilion has opened for visitors at Expo 
2020 Dubai. Maldives is represented at the pavilion 
by the Ministry of Economic Development, Ministry 
of Tourism and Visit Maldives.

Expo 2020, dubbed as World Expo, is held in Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates for a duration of six month 
from October 1, 2021 till March 31, 2022. This year's 
Expo theme is “Connecting Minds, Creating the 

Future”. It provides a great platform to showcase 
destinations, latest innovations, and investment 
opportunities from around the world under three 
major themes; Sustainability, Mobility and 
Opportunity The event will see exhibitors from over 
192 countries. An estimated 25 million visitors are 
expected to visit the Expo during its duration.

The Maldives’ pavilion is promoting the country 
under the Sustainability theme at the Expo 2020. 
The country’s pavilion will showcase the unique 
beauty of the destination, enhance brand visibility, 
and share investment opportunities available in the 
Maldives.

Throughout the duration of the six months of the 
expo, Visit Maldives will also give away exciting 
raffles to lucky winners every week. These raffles are 
conducted under the title “Win 100 days of Free 
Holidays in the Maldives”. The raffles provide 100 
lucky winners free holidays in the Maldives. 
Coinciding with the Expo 2020, Visit Maldives, is also 
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New Luxury Fine Dining 
Experience at Kihaa 
Maldives – Steak Haws by 
Kihaa

KIHAA Maldives is renowned for 
pristine white sandy beaches and 
crystal-clear waters located a stone’s 
throw away from the Hanifaru Bay – 
UNESCO Biosphere reserve, which 
caters to multifarious varieties of 
seafood in abundance. Numerous 
tourists visit Maldives to savour the 
rich tastes of seafood caught fresh, 
right from its habitat. However, the 
tourist demographic of KIHAA 
Maldives has been diverse, over the 
past few months, with considerable 
amounts of guests who are more 
inclined to carnivorous tastes – the 
sublime, dense, tangy aroma & 
palatableness of world esteemed 
meat and meat products. 

With the noble notion of KIHAA 
Maldives to cater to a vast spectrum of 
market & tastes, they have welcomed 
a new addendum to its exemplary 
dining experience - The Steak Haws by 
KIHAA Maldives. Steak Haws by KIHAA 
Maldives is a hedonistic dining 
experience, inspired by the venerable, 
multi-talented Turkish Steak Chef 
Mr. Nusret Gökçe, commonly known as 
‘’Salt Bae’’. After opening its doors 
earlier this October 2021, the 
restaurant offers a tantalizing menu 
with an extensive array of meat 
selections, cooked to your 
own-preferred method, to perfection 
accompanied by rich, divine tastes, 
and best of service quality. 

The Signature meat selection extends 
to certified black Angus meat, 
Australian wagyu, Japanese wagyu and 
premium gourmet burgers followed by 
an assortment of beverages and 
mouth-watering accompaniments to 
complete your dining experience.

All of its meats are cooked to 
perfection, according to your 
tailor-made method of cooking, in the 
soaring fires over the dusky, natural 
black charcoal. Speaking about the 
Steak Haws by KIHAA Maldives on 
behalf of the team, Mr. Infaz Faiz 
describes the new outlet as “a luxury 
fine dining experience with the highest 
quality meats served in a 
show-stopping fashion, offering a new 
twist on what you have come to expect 
from high-end cuisine.’’. The 
architectural structure of Steak Haws 
by KIHAA Maldives goes in harmony 
with the menu offerings. 

The restaurant is intricately designed 
with all shades of brown akin to the 
colour of meat, embedded with robust 
collections of Mahogany, Pine & Cedar 
to render a holistic gastronomical 
adventure. Steak Haws by KIHAA 
Maldives is designed to allow guests to 
foster their inner-carnivore, while in a 
tropical island in the middle of 
nowhere.



boatyard@mtcc.com.mv1650MTCC Boatyard, K. Thilafushi
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Maldives Welcomes 1 Millionth Tourist of 2021
IN THE NEWS

National Airline, Maldivian Signs an MOU with Villa 
College to Commence an Internship Program for Students

Villa College and Maldivian has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding to 
commence an Internship Program for 
their National CIII in Reservation and 
Ticketing students. 

Deputy Managing Director Aishath Jenifer 
signed the MOU on behalf of Island 
Aviation Services Limited, and 
Dr. Ahmed Anwar, Rector of Villa College, 
signed on behalf of Villa College. 

This is an initiative to provide a 
meaningful learning experience for 
students involved in various fields of 

A colorful celebration was held at Velana 
International Airport on to welcome the 1 
millionth Tourist to the Maldives. The 1 
millionth Tourist Mr. Victor Vincent 
Corentin from France arrived from EK652 
flight this afternoon. He was received by 
officials of Maldives Marketing and Public 
Relations Corporation (MMPRC), together 
with the Ministry of Tourism, Maldives 
Airports Company Limited (MACL), 
Maldives Immigration, Maldives 
Association of Tourism Industry (MATI), 
and representatives of the Maldives 
tourism industry.   

The commemoration of the event started 
with the stamping of the passport of the 1 
millionth tourist by the Maldives 
Immigration officer. 

Victor and his spouse were escorted with 
a traditional Maldivian bodu beru 
procession to the VIP lounge area. They 
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education to further enhance their 
professional experience.
 
According to the Deputy Managing 
Director, who spoke on the occasion, 
on-campus placements would be formed 
through affiliating with institutions 
around the Maldives.  

"Through this strategic initiative, the 
airline will be able to gain a competitive 
edge in the form of human capital. We 
want to cultivate an engaged staff, and 
any initiative such as this will help us 
reach our corporate goals," said Jennifer.

were welcomed by Deputy Managing 
Director of MMPRC Neesha Shahid, Deputy 
Minister of Tourism Ahmed Athif, CEO & MD 
of MACL Gordon Andrew Stewart, Chief 
Principal Immigration Officer Sheeneez Ali 
and the Chief Guest of the ceremony 
Secretary General of MATI Ahmed Nazeer. 
The venue was decorated for the ceremony 
and the guest was awarded with a 
congratulatory certificate and special gifts 
representing traditional Maldivian culture 
and tourism.   

Victor and his spouse were given a 
complimentary holiday package sponsored 
by Villa Hotels & Resorts for 6 nights at 
Paradise Island Resort which can be 
redeemed during a period of 1 year. This is 
the couple’s 20th time visiting the 
Maldives. In addition to this, Club Med Kani 
upgraded their accommodation and also 
prepared a warm welcome for the tourists.   

Commenting on the achievement of this 
important milestone, Minister of Tourism Dr. 
Abdullah Mausoom said that “today we turn 
yet another page of the remarkable success 
story of Maldives tourism. Reaching our 
target tourist arrivals of One Million for the 
year 2021, two months in advance is a 
remarkable achievement. 

Congratulations to His Excellency President 
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, industry partners & 
employees, health professionals, local 
councils, related Ministries, authorities and 
agencies, NGOs and volunteers, tourists, 
fellow Maldivians; and MMPRC and Ministry 
of Tourism team for the continuous 
engagement and support towards Maldives 
tourism recovery. Thank you all for the 
valuable contributions to Maldives tourism 
success story.”   

Speaking on the occasion, CEO & Managing 
Director of MMPRC, Mohamed Thoyyib 

congratulated the industry stakeholders for 
this achievement and said, “this milestone 
is only possible due to the perseverance and 
dedication shown by the government and all 
the industry stakeholders. Regardless of the 
predicaments faced due to the pandemic, 
MMPRC ensured the destination was 
promoted in the most effective and efficient 
manner so as to maintain destination 
momentum, create brand awareness and 
market Maldives as a safe haven. The roles 
of industry stakeholders in delivering what 
we market abroad is what brings tourists to 
our shores.”   

CEO & Managing Director of MACL, Gordon 
Andrew Stewart said reaching this milestone 
is truly remarkable in the most challenging 
of times in travel and aviation history. 
“Today is a wonderful day as the Maldives 
receives the one millionth visitor this year. I 
am really impressed by the work done by 
Team Maldives in promoting this destination 
around the globe. We are seeing huge 
demand and our airport is now almost 
running at pre-covid capacity numbers, 
which is a unique success story in the 
current world of aviation. I thank all the 
stakeholders who have contributed to this 
extraordinary achievement and congratulate 
the lucky 1 millionth visitor this year”   

Controller General of Immigration Mohamed 
Ahmed Hanafy noted this is a truly 
remarkable milestone achieved during 
testing times and thanked the Immigration 
officers who work on the frontline to 
welcome visitors to the Maldives. “Resilience 
of the tourist arrivals has been a surprise, 
but the devotion of everyone involved in the 
tourism industry, both directly and 
indirectly, is compelling for the landmark, as 
we pass 1 million visitor arrivals today. I 
would like to express my gratitude to all of 
the contributors, particularly the 
immigration officers who have welcomed 
tourists a million times this year.”





STO Renews Contract with 
MACL for the Supply of 
Aviation Fuel and Marine Gas 
Oil
State Trading Organization Plc (STO) has 
renewed contract with Maldives 
Airports Company Limited (MACL) on 
supplying fuel to Velana International 
Airport (VIA). 

The contract was signed by Chief 
Executive Officer & Managing Director 
of MACL, Mr. Gordon Andrew Stewart 
and Chief Executive Officer & Managing 
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Director of STO, Mr. Husen Amru 
Mohamed Rashad. 

As per the renewed contract, STO will 
supply Aviation Jet A-1 Fuel and Marine 
Gas Oil to MACL for another one year 
and six months. STO additionally 
supplies fuel to Kadhdhoo, 
Kaadedhdhoo, and Hanimaadhoo 
airports.  

The Government of India has lifted 
COVID-19 restrictions set on 
Maldivians who wishes to travel to 
India for medical, business and 
tourism purposes effective from 
October 15, 2021. 

According to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the decision will fully restore 
the Visa Facilitation Agreement signed 
between Maldives and India during 
the State Visit by His Excellency 
President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih to 
India in December 2018, to facilitate 
easier travel between both countries. 

India Lifts Travel 
Restrictions and Resume 
Visa-Free Travel to India 
for Maldivian Nationals

Maldives is the first beneficiary of 
visa-free travel since COVID-19 travel 
restrictions were imposed by India in 
March 2020. 

In a tweet, Foreign Minister Abdulla 
Shahid said, “Delighted that India has 
agreed to resume the 2018 December 
Visa Exemption Agreement between 
Maldives and India, which was 
temporarily suspended due to 
COVID-19 border closure. 

Maldivian Nationals will be exempt of 
visa requirements for tourists, medical 

& business purposes.” 

India has been among the first to 
extend support during this pandemic, 
as it has with every crisis Maldives has 

faced, through the many gestures of 
goodwill, humanitarian assistance, and 
friendship.

Fully Vaccinated Maldivian 
Nationals Allowed to Visit 
UK Without Having to 
Quarantine
The UK Government has confirmed that 
Maldivian nationals who have fully 
vaccinated can now travel to UK 
without having to quarantine. 

According to the UK High Commission 
in the Maldives, those who have 
vaccinated under the Maldives 
vaccination programme and have 
completed two doses of AstraZeneca 
vaccine (Covi-shield included) and 

Pfizer vaccine will be granted entry to 
England as of October 11, 2021.  

UK’s Health and Social Care Secretary 
Sajid Javid said, “We’re now making it 
easier and cheaper for people to travel 
by allowing fully vaccinated travellers 
from non-red list countries to use 
lateral flow tests on day 2 of arrival, as 
long as they provide proof of use.”
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B O N  A P P É T I T

Chef Tarique Aziz loves bringing out the freshest ingredients to prepare his truly tantalising dishes. His 
culinary journey started off at the Le Meridian Bangalore at the age of 21 as a Kitchen Executive. Two 
years of hard work later, he was promoted to Chef de partie. He honed his skills, working in numerous 
top-notch hotels such as the Sheraton Gambia Hotel Resort & Spa as Executive Sous Chef, W Doha as 
Executive Chef De Cuisine, Sunset Beach Resort Marina and Spa as Executive Chef and much more. 
Known for being a ‘Multi-Cuisine Master’, Chef Tarique says that the culinary world is a never-ending 
learning process. Chef Tarique is now the esteemed Executive Chef of the luxurious and intimate private 
island retreat, Noku Maldives.

“Lamb and urad dal dumplings, simmered in an exotic gravy, turns this original rice delicacy into a truly 
magnificent meal.”

  
  

 

 
 

 

 

Courtesy of 
Executive Chef Tarique Aziz
Noku Maldives

Gosht (Lamb) Aur 
Vadi Biryani

QUALITY PRINTING.

DELIVERED FAST.

Method:
PREPARATION
• Wash the rice under running water and soak for 30 

minutes. Drain.
• Clean and cut the lamb into 1 ½ inch chunks.
• For the marination, whisk the yoghurt in a bowl and 

save half of it. In the remaining yoghurt, add red 
chilies, coriander powder, salt and the ginger and 
garlic pastes. Leave the lamb chunks in this 
marinade for at least 30 minutes

• For the gravy, peel, wash and slice onions. Scrape, 
wash and julienne the ginger. Remove stems, wash, 
slit, deseed and chop the green chili.

• Heat oil in kadhai and deep fry the wadi until golden 
brown. Cool and break into pieces.

• For the garnish, clean, wash and chop mint and 
coriander. Wash and cut tomatoes into quarters. 
Scrape, wash and julienne the ginger. 

• Dissolve 5g of asafetida in 30 ml/2 tbsp of water. 
Dissolve saffron in warm milk.

• Pre-heat the oven to 350°F

COOKING
To prepare rice, boil water (approx. 1 litre) and milk 
together in a handi, add whole garam masala, salt and 

 

rice, cook until almost done (7-8 minutes)
To prepare lamb, heat ghee in a handi, add onion, and 
sauté over medium heat until light brown. Add whole 
garam masala, ginger juliennes and green chilies, sauté 
until onions are brown. Then add the marinated lamb 
and cook over low heat until tender. Use as much water 
as is required to make the meat tender.

ASSEMBLING
Into the handi with the cooked lamb, sprinkle vadi and 
the garnish of mint, coriander, tomato, ginger julienne, 
golden brown onions, the remaining yoghurt and 
asafetida. Spread the rice over the garnished lamb. 
Sprinkle saffron, cover and seal with homemade paratha 
dough and dum for 10 minutes. Served with cucumber 
yoghurt raita, papadum as per above photo.
Maldives Tourism Ministry announced in April that once 
the country’s native population has been fully 
vaccinated, it plans to roll out a “Visit, Vaccinate, 
Vacation” scheme offering COVID-19 injections to those 
that haven’t received theirs yet. As of end of September, 
337,000 people (85%) have been fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19. What is your take on this campaign?’

Ingredients:
250 g basmati rice

800 ml milk

Whole garam masala:

-  5 green cardamoms

-  1 Black cardamom

-  5 cloves

-  1 stick cinnamon(1-inche)

-  1 bay leaf

-  a pinch of mace

Salt

The Lamb:
450 g leg of spring lamb

200 g yoghurt

5 g red chili powder

3 g coriander powder

Salt

5 g ginger paste

5 g garlic paste

100 g ghee

125 g onion

Whole garam masala

-  5 green cardamoms

-  1 black cardamom

-  5 cloves

-  1 stick cinnamon(1-inche)

-  1 bay leaf

-  A pinch mace

10 g ginger

4 green chilies



Aditya Raj Singh
Head of Sales
Amaya Kuda Rah, Maldives
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Frankly Speaking
India has contributed in numbers for tourist arrivals since the re-opening.  Every Indian Celebrity has spent their vacation in Maldives. Social 
medias overwhelmed with pictures and posts. However, India’s largest film industry still haven’t chosen Maldives as a reasonable destination 
for movie shoots and big events such as IIfA, Filmfare etc, what can we do as a destination to capture that market?

What’s lacking and what are the challenges?

Indian Film Industry is one of the biggest in world and very popular in every 
country. Even Chinese have seen 3 idiots thousands of times in Chinese language 
dubbing. The Govt should open some subsidies to the Indian Cinema and if we 
don't have the budget then Tourism Private Sector shall allocate some small 
budget but it has to come from Everyone, let's say 1000 USD from Every Hotel Half 
Yearly and USD 300 from the guesthouse and Safari Boats. 

This way we can lure the big producers to come to Maldives for Indian Film 
Shootings as it will give amazing opportunities to locals and open a new industry 
and that will give many free-lancing jobs. I request to the policy makers to work 
out a mechanism so that we can bring the business that goes to Europe 
Switzerland and other parts to Maldives. By doing this our Maldivian stars will get 
an opening to Bollywood which is need of the hour. 

I started working on this in 2015 and still working very closely with them so to get 
the maximum exposure about Maldives through the Celebrities.

Suraj Khan
Co-Founder / Director 
Khan & Baker, India

Interesting thought, there’s an event done in Mumbai by the organizers of SATTE. 
Where destinations take part and chase the film industry. But let me be honest, 
countries go after Indian Film Industry because when a film is done , then Indian 
starts traveling there. Does Maldives need that type of publicity ? It’s already well 
known in India.  I know movies require a lot of support , lot of subsidy , a lot on 
complimentary. 

What is the incremental game the Maldives will have putting the movie production. 
Every Indian has been traveling to the Maldives, every celebrity has been hosted , 
honeymooners have come. I cannot see an incremental value in spending a million 
dollar and bringing an Indian Movie. It’s not going to get Maldives any more 
publicity which the country do not have.

In my opinion, there are many costs that are too high. Logistics are challenging due to 
geography and varieties of Landscape are limited.

For events like IIFA, you need single venues which can seat huge crowds and also 
accommodation in vicinity. Otherwise, it becomes an operational nightmare for event 
organizers handling all these high-profile people in multiple places. 

Usually, the various levels of accommodation provided for film crew, the stars get 
premium and the rest based on their job, but in the islands probably the producer has to 
put all of them in the resort itself.  

But i seriously think Addu or a similar island other than the central atoll can change this 
and provide a good opportunity. As it’s connected with many islands and various 
segments of accommodations and large grounds for set up. 

Bed & Bath Linen, 
Bathroom Accessories 
& Hotel Amenities

House Keeping Amenities
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Bed & Bath Linen, 
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& Hotel Amenities

House Keeping Amenities
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Aman Bhatia 
Founder / Managing Director
Island Group , Mumbai

Rajeev Kohli
Joint-Managing Director
Creative Travel , India

As much as we would love to be a part of the Filmfare or IIfa there are a few challenges that 
we need to keep in mind and also how we can overcome those.

-Venue big enough to host around 800-1000 people including celebrities and audience is 
currently not available. 
-Accommodation for approximately 500 people at a time in a vicinity close to the event 
venue with convenient transportation is a must. 
- If the venue is on the main island do we have accommodation to host  celebrities on a 
main dry land like Addu (interconnected islands) or Fuvahmulah or Hanimaadhoo or any 
island which is big where you can drive. 
-If not then how do we manage 400-500 celebrities transport from the resort island to the 
event venue.?
-Gala Dinner to be hosted for all the guest post award night , Will there be sponsors to host 
/ sponsor the Gala event.  As usually the host nations does it .

These are some key pointers in my view.  As I’ve been involved in shooting the movie “Kite” 
with Hrithik Roshan and later I did some South Indian movie shoots and some MICE in the 
Maldives.

Maldives is beautiful and challenging due to its geography and high price. 




